
    







    





  
    	Skip to main content
	Skip to search


  
  
    Virginia Tech® home
  

  
    
      
        
        Universal Access Toggle
      
      Universal Access

      
        
          
            
            Close Universal Access dialog
          
          Universal Access Options
          	Report a barrier
	Accessibility portal
	
              
                
                
                Pause all background videos
                
                
              
            
	
              
                
                
                Underline all links
                
                
            
            


        
 
      
 
    
 

    
      
        	Apply
	Visit
	Give
	
            
              
                Shop
                
              
              	Hokie Gear
Apparel, clothing, gear and merchandise
	Hokie Shop
University Bookstore, merchandise and gifts
	Hokie License Plates
Part of every Virginia Tech plate purchase funds scholarships


            

          


      

      
        
          Resources for
          
        
        	Future Students
	Current Students
	Parents and Families
	Faculty and Staff
	Alumni
	Industry and Partners


      

     
  
 

  
  	
      
        

          College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences

        
      


      
        
          
            Menu
            
            
          
        

        
          
          
            	
                  College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences
              


          
          




    	Why Study Here?

	
                      
                        About
                        
                          
                          About Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	Office of the Dean
	Our Leadership
	Our Faculty
	Alumni and Friends
	Inclusion and Diversity
	Giving
	Awards and Honors
	Staff Association


                    
	Contact Us

	
                      
                        Academics
                        
                          
                          Academics Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	Majors and Minors
	Graduate Programs
	Online Programs
	Richmond Experience


                    
	
                      
                        Beyond the Classroom
                        
                          
                          Beyond the Classroom Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	Student Organizations
	College Ambassador Program
	Undergraduate Research
	Study Abroad
	Scholarships and Awards
	Internships
	Academic and Career Advising


                    
	
                      
                        Departments and Schools
                        
                          
                          Departments and Schools Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	Department of Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management
	Department of English
	Department of History
	Department of Human Development and Family Science
	Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures
	Department of Philosophy
	Department of Political Science
	Department of Religion and Culture
	Department of Science, Technology, and Society
	Department of Sociology
	School of Communication
	School of Education
	School of Public and International Affairs
	Reserve Officer Training Corps


                    
	
                      
                        Centers, Labs, and Programs
                        
                          
                          Centers, Labs, and Programs Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	Academy of Transdisciplinary Studies
	Alliance for Social, Political, Ethical, and Cultural Thought
	Center for European and Transatlantic Studies 
	Center for Gerontology
	Center for Humanities
	Center for Refugee, Migrant, and Displacement Studies
	Food Studies Program
	Race and Social Policy Research Center
	Kellogg Center for Philosophy, Politics, and Economics
	Monuments Across Appalachian Virginia
	Center for Rhetoric in Society
	Virginia Center for Civil War Studies


                    
	
                      
                        International Initiatives
                        
                          
                          International Initiatives Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	International Initiatives Events
	International Initiatives News
	International Research Stories
	Education
	Collaboration and Partnerships
	Community and Clubs
	International Hokies
	International Support Grants


                    
	
                      
                        Research
                        
                          
                          Research Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	Grant Resources and Opportunities
	Research Contacts
	Research Stories
	Research Briefs
	Research Projects
	Graduate Student Research
	Research Fellowships and Workshops


                    
	
                      
                        Funding 
                        
                          
                          Funding  Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	College Funding Opportunities
	External Funding Opportunities
	Research Funding


                    
	Bookshelf

	
                      
                        News and Features
                        
                          
                          News and Features Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	News Stories
	Media Mentions
	Academic News
	Featured College Events
	Video
	Magazine


                    
	Events Calendar

	
                      
                        Marketing and Communications
                        
                          
                          Marketing and Communications Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	Frequently Asked Questions
	Meet Our Team
	Social Media Map


                    
	
                      
                        IT Support
                        
                          
                          IT Support Submenu Toggle
                        
                      

                          	Frequently Asked Questions
	IT Resources
	Meet Our Team 
	Microsoft Resources


                    


    
      	Apply
	Visit
	Give
	
          
            
              Shop
              
            
            	Hokie Gear
Apparel, clothing, gear and merchandise
	Hokie Shop
University Bookstore, merchandise and gifts
	Hokie License Plates
Part of every Virginia Tech plate purchase funds scholarships


          

        


    

    
      
        
          
            Resources for
            
          
        

        	Future Students
	Current Students
	Parents and Families
	Faculty and Staff
	Alumni
	Industry and Partners


      

    



        

      

      
        
          
            Search
            
            
          
        

        
          
            
                Search
                
              
                Submit
              
            

          

          

        
 
    	
 
  	

  
 

 




    
	College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences / 
	Departments and Schools / 
	Department of Political Science / 




    
    
        
            
                Explore
                
                    
                        
                    
                
            
        

        



	
                        
                            
                            Department of Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            Department of English
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            Department of History
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            Department of Human Development and Family Science
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            Department of Philosophy
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                                    Current page: 
                            
                            Department of Political Science
                        
                        
                        
                            	
                                        
                        
                                            Why Study Political Science Here?
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                        
                                            Academic Programs
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                        
                                            Scholarships and Awards
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                        
                                            Faculty
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                        
                                            Alumni
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                        
                                            Research
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                        
                                            Experience (Learn, Discover, Explore)
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                        
                                            Events
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                        
                                            Contact Us
                                        
                                    


                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            Department of Religion and Culture
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            Department of Science, Technology, and Society
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            Department of Sociology
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            School of Communication
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            School of Education
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            School of Public and International Affairs
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            Reserve Officer Training Corps
                        
                        
                        

                    
	
                        
                            
                            school-of-public-and-international-affairs
                        
                        
                        

                    



    








    
    
      
        
          Department of Political Science

          
      

      
        

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                Political Science & International Studies

                            
                            
                        

                        
                            Look at the world from a global perspective. Gain a strong foundation in the liberal arts while learning to gather evidence, think critically, evaluate sources, and communicate your findings.

                        
                        
                        
                            
                                

  
        
          Explore Our Programs
        
  


                            

                        
                    

                    
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
                    
                    
                         


     
     
      
  



 
                    

                    
                

            
            
        

    

        



  
  






      

        
              

                  
                    
                      
                          
                              
Department of Political Science











   
    



  
  

     

   

  

    


















   
    


    
Political Science Major





EUropean and Transatlantic Studies Major





International Public Policy Major





International Relations Major





International Studies Major








    
National Security and Foreign Affairs Major





Minors





Political Science (M.A.)





Graduate Certificates








    
    
    

















   
    


    




   
    
Our faculty publishes leading-edge research in a wide variety of fields.  We prepare students to understand domestic and international affairs. Our areas of focus include national security and foreign policy, legal studies, environmental affairs, world politics and policy, global development, and international business.







Our department offers six majors: political science, EUropean and transatlantic studies, international public policy, international relations, international studies, and national security and foreign affairs. In the political science major, you can choose from four options: general, legal studies, national security, or social and political justice.





We also offer online and residential master's programs, which provide you with a firm foundation in the discipline and research methods. We offer graduate certificates in environmental politics and policy, Europe and transatlantic relations, foundations of political analysis, information, policy, and society, and security studies. Graduates go on to pursue advanced degrees or careers in government, business, law, education, non-profit organizations, or private sector research.
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