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GRADUATE STUDIES AT VIRGINIA
TECH

Virginia Tech was founded in 1872 as the
Commonwealth of Virginia's land grant
university. Also known as Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University, it remained
comparatively small until 1964 when this
institution began expanding to its present
enrollment of more than 21,500 students and
approximately 6,000 graduate students. With
more than 2,600 faculty members and
researchers, Virginia Tech offers more degree
programs and awards more diplomas than any
other university in the Commonwealth of
Virginia. It is a Carnegie Foundation Research
I University and offers 89 masters and 69
doctoral degree programs.

THE MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM IN
POLITICAL SCIENCE

The Master of Arts (MA) in Political Science
was established in 1969. Currently the program
enrolls 15 to 20 full-time students on campus
each year, and approximately 60-70 off-campus
in the On-Line Master of Arts in Political
Science Program (OLMA/PSCI). This
relatively small scale provides excellent
opportunities  for  close  student-faculty
interaction in both the residential and on-line
MA programs of study. The department faculty
is drawn from outstanding universities around
the United States and abroad, and the
department has strong expertise in all major
fields of political science. As active research
scholars, members of the faculty regularly

review research grants for major granting
bodies in the U.S. and abroad.

At this time, Virginia Tech faculty members
serve as editors and/or on the editorial boards
of Capitalism, Nature, Socialism; Ciritical
Policy Studies, Culture & Politics: An
International Journal of Theory; Congress and
the Presidency; Current Perspectives in Social
Theory; disClosure; Ethics, Place and
Environment; Fast Capitalism; International
Political ~ Sociology; Latin  American
Perspectives; Law and Politics Book Review;
Minnesota Review; New Political Science;
Organization & Environment, Peace Studies
Journal; Presidential Studies Quarterly;
Rhetoric & Public Affairs; Social Geography
and Telos. In addition, the department also
hosts the Center for Digital Discourse and
Culture (http://www.cddc.vt.edu), one of the
nation's first university-based, on-line "points
of publication"” for new scholarly work in
international affairs, the humanities, social
sciences, and the sciences.

The Department of Political Science offers a
program of graduate study designed to provide
students with a firm, broadly based grounding
in the discipline of political science and a
strong foundation in social science research
methods. The faculty write articles for major
international journals and publish books with
prestigious academic presses. They also secure
research grants from many sources in the U.S.
and abroad and win highly competitive
teaching awards both on- and off-campus.

The Master of Arts Program covers all sub-
fields of the discipline, and it prepares students
for careers in academic life and government



service. It is especially well suited for students
who want to acquire sophisticated theoretical
and analytical skills before either pursuing a
doctoral degree in political science or entering
a career in a public agency or private research
organization. The usual course of study is four
semesters of full-time graduate work. The first
three semesters are used primarily for required
foundation courses and elective coursework
while the fourth is used to write a master’s
thesis. In recent years, MA students in political
science have enrolled in this program from a
wide variety of American colleges and
universities. Students have also entered our
MA program from a number of other nations
including Argentina, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil,
Canada, China, England, France, Germany,
Greece, India, Ireland, Israel, Mexico, Norway,

Portugal, Romania, Scotland,  Sweden,
Switzerland, and Turkey lending an
international  flavor to the educational

environment. Recent graduates of our MA
program have entered doctoral studies in PhD
programs at Arizona, Arizona State, California
-Berkeley, California-Irvine, California-San
Diego, Connecticut, Delaware, Denver, Duke,
Florida State, Georgia, Indiana, lowa, Johns
Hopkins University, Kentucky, London School
of Economics, Maryland, Massachusetts-
Ambherst, Miami, Minnesota, Michigan State,
Nebraska, North Carolina, Ohio State, Oregon,
Oxford, Penn State, Pittsburgh, Purdue,
Strathclyde, SUNY-Albany, SUNY-Stony
Brook, Syracuse, Texas-Austin, Virginia Tech,
Virginia, Washington University-St. Louis, and
Wisconsin-Madison. Other graduates have
taken professional positions in government
agencies, political organizations, and research
institutes.

In addition to the residential program, the
Department of Political Science launched a
fully on-line Master of Arts in Political Science
program (OLMA/PSCI) during August 1998.
The first students in the on-line program
enrolled during the 1997-1998 academic year,
and the first OLMA/PSCI graduate defended
his thesis and graduated in December 2001.
Since the 1997-1998 academic year, enrollment
has increased from 60 to 70 (varies per

semester) part-time students now working on
their MA degrees through this on-line course of
study. This program is aimed at place-bound
students who wish to earn a graduate degree,
but cannot maintain full-time residence in
Blacksburg. Interested students should visit the
OLMA website: <http://www.olma.vt.edu> for
more information about the on-line MA program.

MA Degree Requirements:

The MA degree requires a minimum of thirty
semester hours of graduate-level coursework
including successful completion of a thesis.
Each student will engage in an independent
research project closely supervised by a
committee of three faculty members selected by
the student. Students are required to submit and
orally defend a thesis proposal in the academic
term preceding the semester in which they plan
to write the thesis. The completed thesis will be
evaluated by the student's faculty committee
and must be successfully defended before that
committee in an oral examination.

Course Requirements and
Suggested Scheduling for Full-Time
Students in the On-Campus MA
Program

*At least 21 semester hours must be earned through
substantive courses and at least 9 hours must be
Research and Thesis credits.

First Semester:

PSCI 5214 Contemporary Political Theory 3 hrs
PSCI 5115 Research Methods | 3 hrs
One Elective 3 hrs

Semester 1: 9 hrs

Second Semester:

PSCI1 5116 Research Methods Il 3hrs
Two Electives 6 hrs

Semester 2: 9 hrs

Third Semester:

One Elective 3 hrs
PSCI 5994 Research and Thesis 6 hrs

Semester 3: 9 hrs

Fourth Semester:

PSCI 5994 Research and Thesis 3 hrs*

Semester 4: 3 hrs*

Total Cumulative Hours: 30 hrs
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Students may take more hours each semester
but must take required courses in the sequence
listed. Students may take two elective courses
from outside the Department of Political
Science, with the approval of the Director of
Graduate Studies. Other electives are to be
selected from the lists below.

Required Courses:

Students must take the following underlined
Ccourses:

PSCI 5115 - Research Methods

The purposes, problems, and strategies of
political science research, emphasizing concept
and hypothesis formulation, operationalization,
research design, data collection techniques,
data processing, and multivariate data analysis.
(3 hours)

PSCI1 5116 - Research Methods

The purposes, problems, and strategies of
political science research, emphasizing concept
and hypothesis formulation, operationalization,
research design, data collection techniques,
data processing, and multivariate data analysis.
(3 hours)

PSCI 5214 - Contemporary Political Theory
Selected topics in contemporary political
theory, including different models of social
science inquiry and the use of basic concepts
like power, ideology, rationality, and the state
in the study of politics. (3 hours)

PSCI 5994 - Research and Thesis
Research, Online Research (1 to 19 hours)

Elective Courses:

Students may take any of the following courses
in the Department of Political Science:

PSCI 5124 - Advanced Research Issues
Advanced work in research methods including
the conceptual issues underlying measurement
and data analysis. Covers appropriate
techniques for addressing those issues. (3
hours)

PSCI 5164 (GIA 5164) (UAP 5164) -
Collaborative Governance and Civil Society
Theoretical foundations of collaborative policy
and governance approaches are examined.
Strategies and methods for forming and
sustaining  collaborative  coalitions  are
discussed. Case studies are used to illustrate the
effectiveness of collaborative approaches in
different policy domains. (3 hours)

PSCI 5224 - Alternative Perspectives in
Political Theory

Analysis of selected perspectives on politics
including: rational choice theory, critical
theory, neo-Marxism, neo-conservatism, post-
industrialism, and post-structuralism. (3 hours)

PSCI 5244 (ASPT 5244) - Constitutionalism
in Theory and Practice

The course investigates theories and practices
of constitutionalism, both within the United
States and more generally. It frames a number
of questions about what characterizes
constitutionalism as a distinctive theory of
politics, while also examining the construction,
maintenance, change, and destruction in
practice of constitutional orders, constitutions,
constitutional institutions, and other
constitutional  norms.  Graduate standing
required. (3 hours)

PSCI 5254 (GIA 5254) (UAP 5254) - Global
Conflicts

Examines theoretical issues in the study of
global conflicts. Reviews theories of
nationalism, states and territory as factors.
Examines dynamics of contemporary conflicts
from different regions of globe as case studies
illustrating theoretical issues. Reviews role of
leaders in conflict processes. Graduate
Standing. (3 hours)

PSCI 5264 (GIA 5264) - Global Change &
Local Impacts

All jurisdictions, national, regional, or local,
function in an interconnected global market.
Understanding the structure and interactions
within the global market and the impacts
therein is the focus of PSCI 5264. Thematic
topics include a review of welfare state



functions, privatization, decentralization, and
nonprofit organizations and their relation to
global market dynamics. Upon completion of
the courses, students will have and
understanding of how global forces influence
local areas and how local leaders have
developed strategies to cope with their position
in an increasingly global market. (3 hours)

PSCI 5284 (GIA 5284) (UAP 5284) -
Transnational Migration

Overview of the dynamics, policies,
governance, and citizenship regimes associated
with  the phenomenon of transnational
migration. The course will emphasize local,
national, and supranational examples and
comparisons to explore these themes. (3 hours)

PSCI 5314 - Legislative Branch

The legislative process in American state and
federal governments including recruitment of
members, organization and functioning of
legislative systems, and relations with both
constituents and other branches. (3 hours)

PSCI 5324 - The Executive Branch

The executive office and bureaucracy of
American state and federal governments
including  recruitment,  organization  of
executive  branches,  decision  making,
leadership styles, and relations with other
branches. (3 hours)

PSCI 5334 - The Judicial Branch

The American judicial system including
recruitment of personnel, uses of the courts,
judicial policy, relations with other branches,
judicial behavior, and the impact of court
decisions. (3 hours)

PSCI 5344 - Political Behavior

Approaches to the study of political behavior
including political psychology, rational choice,
biopolitics,  socialization,  communication,
public opinion, and political participation. (3
hours)

PSCI 5354 - Public Policy Analysis
Approaches to policy analysis and program
evaluation including the techniques appropriate

to various stages of the policy process. (3
hours)

PSCI 5364 (STS 5364) - Public Ecology
Examines policy developments and practices
that move beyond the conceptual divisions and
policy operations begun during the 1970's,
which largely divided the more natural science-
based environmental sciences from social
science-based environmental based studies.
Mixes the insights of life science, physical
science, social science, applied humanities, and
public policy into a cohesive conceptual and
operational  approach to  environmental
protection in the 21st century. Graduate
standing. (3 hours)

PSCI 5374 (GIA 5374) (PAPA 5374) -
Electronic Governance

Examines  applications  of  information
technology in government from the point of
view of governments and citizens. Survey of
the relationship between e-government e-
democracy and of government management
techniques. Explores problematic issues related
to e-government, such as privacy, the digital
divide, and information security. (3 hours)
PSCI 5414 (GIA 5414) - Industrial
Democracies

Political patterns and processes of development
in selected democracies in Europe, North
America, and Asia emphasizing the political
problems of contemporary industrial societies
and their likely evolution in a "post-industrial”
era. (3 hours)

PSCI 5424 (GIA 5424) - Communist and
Post-Communist Systems

Political processes and developmental trends in
communist and post-communist systems in
Russia and other CIS states, Eastern Europe,
the People's Republic of China, and the Third
World. Current economic, political, and social
issues and their likely development. (3 hours)

PSCI 5434 (GIA 5434) - Politics of
Developing Areas

Political structures, economic growth, and
cultural frameworks of developing nations in



Asia, Africa, and Latin America emphasizing
the political and economic challenges of
industrial development in a global economy. (3
hours)

PSCI 5444 (GIA 5444) - International
Politics

Theories of international organizations and
relations among nations focusing on research in
foreign policy formulation and implementation,
international integration, conflict resolution,
and global political economy. (3 hours)

PSCI 5454 (SPIA 5454) - Advanced Topics
in Information Technology and Public
Policy

In-depth study and critical evaluation of
selected complex issues related to information
technology, society, governance, and public
policy. Focused attention is given to theoretical
and methodological foundations of the area of
inquiry and to specific domains of
policymaking and implementation. Topics will
be selected from IT-related issues in such areas
of concern as: cities, local communities,
nonprofit organizations, governments, and
global networks. May be repeated on a
different topic. Must meet prerequisite or have
permission of the instructor. (3 hours)

PSCI 5464 (ASPT 5464) - Critical Security
Studies

Provides an overview of the critical study of
security in world politics. Introduces alternative
conceptualizations of security to the military-
focused, state-centric security/ strategic studies.
Considers constructivist, post-structuralist and
critical theoretic attempts to conceptualize the
nature of security. Compares and contrasts
these  approaches with  widely-accepted
understandings of security in light of key
debates in contemporary security studies. (3
hours)

PSCI 5474 (GIA 5474) - Global Governance
Examination of the norms, institutions and
practices developed by the international
community to address systemic global
governance problems: genocide, failed states,
transnational corruption, displaced persons,

AIDS, poverty. Role of United States in World
community examined. Power of international
organizations versus states. Capacity problems
of both. Future of United Nations and global
governance considered. Graduate Standing. (3
hours)

PSCI 5484 (HIST 5484) (GIA 5484) -
Contemporary American Foreign Policy

Covers U.S. foreign policy during the Cold
War, the stalemate with the Soviet Union,
armament and arms control, containment and
deterrence, detente and Reaganism, and the end
of the Cold War. Briefly covers events from
1989 to the present. Designed for students with
an interest in foreign policy and global affairs.
Prereqs or instructor's permission. (3 hours)

PSCI 5504 (GIA 5504) (UAP 5504) -
Discourse Analysis

Examines the key theoretical sources and major
practical applications of discourse analysis as a
contemporary social science methodology.
Origins, major variants, and critical uses of
discourse analysis in cultural studies, semiotic
methods, policy analysis, and organizational
communication techniques also are considered.
Graduate standing. (3 hours)

PSCI 5514 (GIA 5514) - Global Security
Security examined as an essentially contested
concept. Traditional national security and
emergent global security discourses and
agendas explained. Security institutions and
organizations analyzed. Questions of power,
identity and representation examined as factors
delimiting security conceptions, practices and
agendas. Graduate Standing. (3 hours)

PSCI 5524 - U.S. Foreign Policy After
September 11

Course offers a historical and analytical
evaluation of U.S. foreign policy after this
epochal change especially with regard to the
war on terror, geopolitics in the Middle East,
and relations with new global powers after the
end of the Cold War. (3 hours)



PSCI 5534 (GIA 5534) - Regionalism and
Political Development

Provides a systematic review of regional
organizations, the theories and factors that
explain their recent emergence and an
analytical framework for studying regional
policy objectives such as peace and security,
economic growth, environmental protection
and the pursuit of human rights. Regional
variations between Europe, Latin America,
Asia, Africa and the Middle East are examined.
(3 hours)

PSCI 5554 (GIA 5554) (SPIA 5554) -
Culture, Politics and Society in Network
Environments

Historical origins, institutional foundations,
and theoretical interpretations of cultural,
political, and social interaction through
computer mediated communication are
examined. Particular attention is given to new
types of discourse, sources of power, and
structures of society at all geographical levels
in global computer and communications
networks. (3 hours)

PSCI 5564 (GIA 5564) (WS 5564) — Women
and Globalization

Explores the gendered aspects of globalization
and the ways in which world-level processes
impact households and families.  Address
feminist controversies, such as population
growth, ecological change, food production,
transnational migration, national debt, health
crises, violence toward females, and human
rights. Graduate standing. (3 hours)

PSCI 5574 (GIA 5574) (UAP 5574) - Arts,
Culture and Society

Considers the role of the arts in society,
including architecture, music companies, or
theater productions to heritage sites, science
museums, and art galleries. Effective arts
policy in revitalizing urban economies also
examined. Graduate standing. (3 hours)

PSCI 5584 (UAP 5584) (STS 5584) (GIA
5584) - Environmental Politics and Policy

Course provides a broad introduction to the key
ideas, actors and institutions related to

environmental politics and policy in the United
States, with some coverage of global issues. It
is intended to provide students with basic
interdisciplinary knowledge and an intellectual
framework for understanding and thinking
critically about environmental politics and
policy. (3 hours)

PSCI 5974 - Independent Study
(1-19 hrs)

PSCI 5984 - Special Study
(3 hrs)

PSCI 6114 (GIA 6114) - Critical Geopolitics

Critical analysis of geopolitics as spatial
discourse about world politics. Examines major
concepts in critical geopolitics. Critically reads
colonial, fascist, Cold War and post-Cold War
geopolitical discourses. Discusses geopolitical
knowledge in popular culture. Reviews latest
research in the field of critical geopolitics.
Graduate standing required. (3 hours)

PSCI 6124 (GIA 6124) - Topics in Security
Studies

Surveys the interface of globalization and
security and the changing paradigm of security
within global society. Reviews the impact of
globalization on traditional understandings of
state security and provides an advanced
understanding of the emerging challenges and
threats to human and state security. (3 hours)

PSCI 6134 (GIA 6134)- Topics in Conflict
Analysis

Provides a comprehensive guide to the
understanding of contemporary global conflicts
and conflict resolution. Reviews the field of
conflict analysis, demonstrates the various
approaches to conflict resolution and explores
the dynamics of conflict settlement. (3 hours)

PSCI 6144 (GIA 6144) - Topics in Global
Governance

Provides a comprehensive guide to the
understanding  of  contemporary  power
pressures and responses to global economic and
financial change along with its political and
social repercussions. Reviews the fields of



international political economy, demonstrates
the wvarious approaches to adherence and
resistance to globalization, and explores the
dynamics of the relationship between states and
markets. (3 hours)

PSCI 6204 (GIA 6204) (ASPT 6014) —
Theories of Globalization

Examination of past and present eras of
globalization  through various theoretical
perspectives. Addresses colonialism and
emergence of western models for development
of poor countries. Controversies about impacts
of current globalization on the nation-state,
cultures, ecosystems, and racial/ethnic/gender
inequalities. Explores present trends, such as
globalization of agriculture and food systems,
industrial production, migration, human rights,
and anti=globalization  resistance.  Pre
UAP/GIA 5264 or any equivalent 5000 level
international course. (3 hours)

PSCI 6214 (GIA 6214) — Democracy Beyond
the Ballot

Examines forms of wultra or enhanced
democracy that are developing outside of state
institutions, with particular focus of those
forms that are developing in third sector
organizations, such as in worker cooperatives,
philanthropic, NGO and even nonprofit service-
oriented organizations.  Focus will be on
theories of democracy that account for this rise
and on research on functioning deliberative
democracies at the grassroots level, especially
as they contribute (or fail to contribute) to the
capacity to do democracy in societal or
international institutions. (3 hours)

PSCI 6224 (GIA 6224) — Competing
Conceptions of the Third Sector

Competing theories and conceptions of the
third sector in relation to the for-profit firm and
in relation to the state. International
perspectives on voluntary grassroots action and
its challenges, along with its potential for social
transformation. Integration of theoretical and
research literatures in the field.  Spring
semesters. (3 hours)

PSCI 6244 (STS 6244) - History, Culture,
and Politics of the Internet

Explores a variety of social factors, past and
present, that have affected the way we make,
use, and think about computers and the
Internet. Begins with the origins of the Internet
and the people who shape this technology, from
military strategists to hackers. Examines the
ways diverse groups interact and build
communities online and how cultural norms
about race and gender shape the ways we
participate in the world of computing. Graduate
standing required. (3 hours)

PSCI 6544 (STS 6544) - Science,

Technology, and Labor

Examines issues of work, skill, and power in
science and technology. Considers labor issues
from a variety of perspectives, including social
constructions of expertise; effects of technical
change on the organization of work; industrial
automation and "deskilling"; race and gender in
divisions of labor; "labor-saving" technology in
everyday life; "invisible labor" in information
systems; and work practices in the production
of science. Graduate standing required. (3
hours)

PSCI 6984 - Special Study (1 to 19 hours)

PSCI 7994 - Research and Dissertation (1 to
19 hours)

THE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AND
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

In a move to leverage the individual strengths
of several strong programs in different colleges,
Virginia Tech first created the School of Public
and International Affairs (SP1A) in 1996. By
allying the Department of Political Science in
the College of Liberal Arts and Human
Sciences with the programs on Government and
International ~ Affairs, Urban Affairs and
Planning and the Center for Public
Administration and Policy in the College of
Architecture and Urban Studies, SPIA provides



a rich array of additional graduate courses to
students in the Department of Political Science
as well as opportunities for doctoral studies in
the fields of Governance and Globalization,
Public Administration, and Urban Affairs. The
following classes are all available as elective
courses to complete requirements for the MA in
Political Science:

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND POLICY:

PAPA 5014: Concepts and Approaches to Public
Administration

PAPA 5315, Government Administration

5316:

PAPA5604: Organizations in Society

PAPA 5614: Introduction to Science and
Technology Policy

PAPA 6014: Public Administration Theory

PAPA 6024: The Context of Public Administration

PAPA 6114: Complex Public Organizations

PAPA 6124: Behavior and Change in Public
Organizations

PAPA 6154: Concepts and Approaches to Public
Administration

PAPA 6214:  Public Policy Processes and Analytical
Approaches

PAPA 6224:  Design Implementation, Evaluation of

Public Policy and Programs
PAPA 6254:  Advanced Topics in Public Policy
PAPA 6264: Advanced Topics in Policy Systems
Management
Normative Foundations of Public
Administration
PAPA 6454:  Advanced Topics in Ethics and the
Public Sector
Public Administration and Policy
Inquiry
PAPA 6664: Advanced Topics in Science and
Technology Policy

PAPA 6414:

PAPA 6514:

URBAN AFFAIRS AND PLANNING:

UAP 5104: Urban and Regional Development
Theory

UAP 5144: Urban Policy Analysis and
Implementation

UAP 5174: Theory and Practice of Urban and
Regional Planning

UAP 5184: Local Planning Administration

UAP 5194: Urban Growth Management

UAP 5204: The Geography of Third World

Development

UAP 5234:  Urban Economy and Public Policy

UAP 5304: Land Use Planning

UAP 5314: Social Analysis of Land Use Planning

UAP 5364: Non-Governmental Organizations in
International Development

UAP 5374:  Plan Implementation in Developing
Countries

UAP 5394: Nature, Society and the Global
Economy: Interdisciplinary
Perspectives

UAP 5404: Strategies for Urban Development in
the Third World

UAP 5414: Natural Resources Planning

UAP 5514: Public Budget and Management

UAP 5524: International Development

UAP 5564: Information Technology, Society &
Public Policy

GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL

AFFAIRS:

GIA 5004: Power and Policy in the U.S.

GIA 5034: Democratic Governance in the
Economy

GIA 5154;:  Global Accountabilities

GIA 5274:  Comparative Social Movements

GIA 5404:  Topics in Political Geography

GIA 5464: Qualitative Methods in Global Studies

GIA 5654;  Environmental Risk Analysis

In addition to courses from other SPIA units,
students also can take a wide variety of
graduate courses in the Departments of
Economics, Geography, History, Philosophy,
Psychology, Science and Technology in
Society, and Sociology and the PhD program,
ASPECT.

THE ON-LINE MA PROGAM IN
POLITICAL SCIENCE

The On-Line Masters Of Arts program in
Political Science is an innovative experiment in
graduate education. The On-Line Masters of
Arts (OLMA) in Political Science is identical
in course content, requirements, and work-load
to the residential MA degree program.

Building upon the experience and expertise of
Virginia Tech Faculty in teaching on-line



undergraduate courses through the Virginia
Tech Cyberschool since 1995, this on-line
learning site is aimed at place-bound students,
who want to earn a graduate degree, but are
unable to begin a residential degree program at
Virginia Tech's main campus in Blacksburg.
Participants in this On-Line Master of Arts
program complete their course work over the
Internet through asynchronously conducted on-
line graduate courses. In addition, VTOnline
<http://www.vto.vt.edu/>,  Virginia  Tech's
virtual campus, provides access to the
university's many administrative, financial aid,
library, and student support services.

The MA degree requires a minimum of thirty
semester hours of graduate-level coursework
including successful completion of a thesis.
Students engage in independent research
projects closely supervised by a committee of
three faculty members selected by the student.
Students are required to submit and orally
defend (in person, via tele-conference or video-
conference) a thesis proposal in the academic
term preceding the semester in which they plan
to write the thesis. The completed thesis will be
evaluated by the student's faculty committee
and must be successfully defended before the
committee (in person, via tele-conference or
video-conference).

The full-time course of study is four semesters
of graduate work. The first three semesters are
used primarily for required foundation courses
and elective coursework, while the fourth is
used to write the required Master’s Thesis. The
sample full-time schedule below assumes that
the student is beginning in the Fall semester.
Students who begin their coursework in the
Spring semester, will need to alter their
schedules, since PSCI 5214 and PSCI 5116 are
always offered in the Fall and PSCI 5115 is
always offered in the Spring. In the On-Line
program only, a limited number of courses are
also offered in one or both of the Summer
terms. Many on-line students pursue a part-
time course of study. Sample full, and part-time
schedules are included below.

Sample Full-Time Schedule (for Fall entry):

First Semester:

PSCI 5214 Contemporary Political Theory 3hrs
PSCI 5116 Research Methods Il 3hrs
One Elective 3 hrs

Semester 1: 9 hrs

Second Semester:

PSCI 5115 Research Methods | 3 hrs
Two Electives 6 hrs

Semester 2: 9 hrs

Third Semester:

One Elective 3hrs
PSCI 5994 Research and Thesis 6 hrs

Semester 3: 9 hrs

Fourth Semester:

PSCI 5994 Research and Thesis 3 hrs

Semester 4: 3 hrs

Total Cumulative Hours: 30 hrs

Sample Part-Time Schedule (for Fall entry):

First Semester:

PSCI 5214 Contemporary Political Theory 3 hrs
PSCI 51_16 Resegrch Methods |1 3 hrs

Semester 1: 6 hrs

Second Semester:

PSCI 5115 Research Methods | 3hrs
One Elective 3hrs

Semester 2: 6 hrs

Third Semester:

Two Electives 6 hrs

Semester 3: 6 hrs

Fourth Semester:

One Elective 3hrs
PSCI 5994 Research and Thesis 3 hrs

Semester 4: 6 hrs

Fifth Semester:

PSCI 5994 Research and Thesis 6 hrs

Total Cumulative Hours: 30 hrs

Students may take more than 12 hours, or as
few as 3 hours each semester, however,
regardless of the course load, both full-time and
part-time students should take the three
required courses (5214, 5115, 5116) at the
beginning of their course of study. At least 21
semester hours must be earned through
substantive courses and at least nine (9) hours
of Research and Thesis are required as part of
the minimum 30 for all students. A maximum
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of six (6) hours will be considered for transfer
credit.

GRADUATE CERTIFICATES IN
POLITICAL SCIENCE

The Department of Political Science also offers
Graduate Certificates in the following four
areas:

-Environmental Politics and Policy
-Information Policy and Society
-Foundations of Political Analysis
-Security Studies

Students enrolled as graduate degree, non-
degree, or Commonwealth Campus students are
eligible to receive a Graduate Certificate.

Requirements for Graduate Certificates are as
follows:

Graduate Certificate in Environmental
Politics and Policy

Requirements: Completion of a total of twelve
credit hours; 9 credits in required courses and 3
elective hours. Receive a grade of B or better
in each course. (Note: Students will not be
allowed to retake a course for a better grade if
they receive below a B.)

Required courses:

PSCI 5214 - Contemporary Political Theory or
PSCI1 5115 - Research Methods |

and

PSCI 5364 - Public Ecology

PSCI 5584 - Environmental Politics and Policy

In addition, students must complete at least 3
credit hours from the following:

PSCI 5354 - Public Policy Analysis

PSCI 5414 - Industrial Democracies
PSCI 5434 - Politics of Developing Areas
PSCI1 5314 - Legislative Branch

PSCI 5324 - Executive Branch

PSCI1 5334 - Judicial Branch
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PSCI 5564 - Women and Globalization

Graduate Certificate in Information Policy
and Society

Requirements: Completion of a total of twelve
credit hours; 9 credits in required courses and 3
elective hours. Receive a grade of B or better
in each course. (Note: Students will not be
allowed to retake a course for a better grade if
they receive below a B.)

Required courses:

PSCI 5214 - Contemporary Political Theory
PSCI 5374 - Electronic Governance

PSCI 5554 - Culture, Politics & Society in
Network Environments

In addition, students must complete at least 3
credit hours from the following:

PSCI 5354 - Public Policy Analysis

PSCI 5454 - Advanced Topics in Information
Technology and Policy

Graduate Certificate in Foundations of

Political Analysis

Requirements: Completion of a total of twelve
credit hours; 9 credits in required courses and 3
elective hours. Receive a grade of B or better
in each course. (Note: Students will not be
allowed to retake a course for a better grade if
they receive below a B.)

Required courses:

PSCI 5214 - Contemporary Political Theory
PSCI 5115 - Research Methods |
PSCI1 5116 - Research Methods 11

In addition, students must complete at least 3
credit hours of Political Science graduate
course offerings from such courses as:

PSCI 5124 - Advanced Research Issues

PSCI 5344 - Political Behavior

PSCI 5504 - Discourse Analysis



Graduate Certificate in Security Studies

Requirements: Completion of a total of twelve
credit hours; 6 credits in required courses and 6
elective hours. Receive a grade of B or better
in each course. (Note: Students will not be
allowed to retake a course for a better grade if
they receive below a B.)

Required courses:

PSCI 5444 - International Politics
PSCI 5484 - American Foreign Policy

In addition, students must complete at least 6
credit hours from the following:

PSCI 5324 - Executive Branch

PSCI 5464 - Critical Security Studies

PSCI1 5474 - Global Governance

PSCI 5514 - Global Security

PSCI1 5524 - U.S. Foreign Policy After 9/11

PSCI 5534 - Regionalism and Political
Development

OPTIONS FOR DOCTORAL STUDY

The MA in PSCI can also lead into the
ASPECT (Alliance for Social, Political,
Ethical, and Cultural Thought) Interdisciplinary
PhD program; the Science and Technology in
Society (STS) doctoral degree; or, the
Planning, Governance & Globalization PhD
program with its Governance and Globalization
(G&G) doctoral stream.

The PhD in Social, Political, Ethical and
Cultural Thought (ASPECT) prepares graduate
students to undertake problem-centered, multi-
and interdisciplinary analysis informed by
social, political, ethical and cultural thought. It
is of particular interest to those seeking a
program of study with a framework wider than
that of a specialized department. Following an
emerging national trend in interdisciplinary
studies, it offers training in multidisciplinary
subject clusters that purposefully integrate both
departmentally-based and program specific
courses. While the program prepares students
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to teach the core courses of particular
disciplines, their research emphasis is on
guestions that span concerns articulated in a
number of disciplines and whose complexity
requires the entire tool kit of knowledge offered
by the program. The core contributing
departments include History, Interdisciplinary
Studies, Philosophy, and Political Science, as
well as from Africana Studies, Area Studies,
the Center for Public Administration and
Policy, English, Environmental Design and
Planning, Foreign Languages and Literatures,
Government and International Affairs, an
emerging program in Public Humanities,
Science and Technology Studies, Sociology,
Urban Affairs and Planning, Religious Studies
and Women’s Studies For more information on
ASPECT and this doctoral degree, see:
<http://www.aspect.vt.edu>.

One track of the STS PhD degree concentrates
on the politics and policy of science, and
graduates in STS who have worked closely
with Political Science have taken professional
positions at different academic institutions,
including the University of California -
Riverside, Pratt Institute of Technology, State
University of New York, Savannah State
University, Florida Atlantic  University,
Georgia Tech, Liberty University, Rice
University, St. Andrews College and Lingnan
University. More information on the STS
doctoral degree can be found at the following
website: <http://www.sts.vt.edu/index.php>

The PG&G (Planning Governance &
Globalization) doctoral degree in the College of
Architecture and Urban Studies prepares
students to confront the economic, political,
and social issues raised by globalization.
Students engage in doctoral study on topics
related to ecology and environment;
international affairs; institutions, governance
and civil society; information, policy and
society; and, political and social theory.
Graduates of this program have taken academic
jobs at wvarious colleges and universities,
including Fudan University, Hollins University,
Ohio University, University of Texas-Pan
American, and University of South Dakota. For
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more information on the PG&G doctoral
degree, see: <http://www.spia.vt.edu>.

COST OF STUDY

In the 2009-2010 academic year, graduate
tuition and fees for full-time graduate students
are approximately $5,114.00 per semester for
Virginia residents and $8,964.00 for out-of-
state students. The cost of books are not
included in tuition. In addition to tuition,
various student fees are charged. On campus
student fees covering access to the student
center and health facility and unlimited rides on
the local bus system among other benefits are
approximately $702.50 per semester, in-state,
and $1,077.50, out-of-state. Students with
assistantships have their full tuition waived, but
not student fees. Online students pay full-time
tuition of approximately $4,605.00 (in-state)
and $8,367.00 (out-of-state) or $511.75 (in-
state) and $929.75 (out-of-state) per semester
hour tuition. Fees range from approximately
$150.25-$300.50 (in-state) to $247.75-$495.50
(out-of-state). Rates may be viewed at
<http://www.bursar.vt.edu/>.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The Department of Political Science awards
assistantships to qualified students on the basis
of academic merit. Students who are awarded
assistantships receive monthly stipends in
exchange for assisting faculty in teaching or
research. (In 2009-2010, the typical stipend for
an entering student is $1,228 per month).
Students with assistantships have the full cost
of tuition covered.

Teaching assistants must enroll for at least
twelve hours of graduate credit each semester
to be eligible for financial assistance and must
make acceptable progress toward the degree to
have assistance renewed from semester to
semester. Students may apply for more than
four semesters of financial assistance.
However, there are a limited number of awards
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available and students cannot depend on
receiving support for more than four semesters,
since the degree can be completed in that time
in most instances. Assistantships are not
usually available for summer terms.

To be considered for financial assistance,
students should send a written request to the
Director of Graduate Studies at the
departmental address given at the end of this
publication. Requests for admission and
assistance should be received by January 15 of
the calendar year in which students plan to
enter the program.

RESEARCH FACILITIES

Computer Facilities

The Political Science Research Lab is open to
graduate students 24 hours a day. It contains
several microcomputers linked to the Internet,
state-wide, and campus networks. A variety of
research and word processing software is
available for these machines. Knowledge of
these resources combined with our emphasis on
guantitative methods is a valuable asset to
students who anticipate working in a public or
private agency or at an educational institution.
Students also have access to a wide variety of
computerized data sets through the University's
membership in the Intercollegiate Consortium
for Political and Social Research (ICPSR).

The University Libraries

Established in 1872 with 500 volumes, the
library now includes holdings of more than
2,000,000 wvolumes physically located in
Newman Library and the branches, Art &
Architecture;  Veterinary  Medicine; and,
Northern Virginia Resource Service Center. Its
holdings include over 6 million microforms,
subscribes to more than 31,000 journals, and is
designated as a repository for U.S. Government
documents. The library is a member of the
Association of Research Libraries and the
Southeastern States Library Network. An
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already  large  collection  of  public
administration, urban studies, public policy,
comparative politics, international relations,
and legal books is being augmented every year.
The library subscribes to a diverse array of
professional journals in all subfields of political
science research. Its holdings are fully
computerized, and the library is a national
leader in the application of digital library
technology. It also retains a service staff to
assist patrons in locating and using materials.

POLITICAL SCIENCE FACULTY

CRAIG LEONARD BRIANS, Associate Professor
and Associate Chair in the Department of
Political Science at Virginia Tech (PhD,
University of California at Irvine, 1997). His
research analyzes information-seeking and
political behavior. Since 1993, he has studied
how people acquire, retain, and utilize
information, from sources as diverse as TV
news or advertising or Websites. His studies’
topics range from knowledge and vote
choice/turnout to analyzing techniques for
teaching students to seek and filter information.

Professor Brians has published articles in the
American Political Science Review, American
Journal of Political Science, Presidential
Studies Quarterly, Public Choice, Political
Research Quarterly, and other leading journals.
He is the principal co-author of Empirical
Political Analysis, Seventh edition (2008
Pearson).

Brians provides interpretation of elections and
political participation to publications ranging
from the Los Angeles Times to the Boston
Globe, and electronic media ranging from
Wisconsin Public Radio to WDBJ-7 TV.
Additionally, he provides live election-night
commentary on Virginia’s NPR affiliate,
WVTF-FM.

In recent years Brians’ teaching efforts have
been acknowledged by his colleagues and
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students, alike. He was voted the favorite
professor by the students of the Virginia Tech
Alumni Association, won the College of
Liberal Arts and Human Sciences Certificate of
Teaching Excellence, and been honored with
the Faculty Appreciation Award from the
Political Science Club.  Professor Brians
teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in
American  politics,  elections,  political
communications, public opinion, and Political
Science research methods.

KENLY FENIO, Visiting Assistant Professor,
(PhD, University of Florida, 2009). Coming to
Blacksburg from the University of Florida
under the direction of Goran Hyden, her

dissertation, Between Bedrooms and Ballots:
The Politics of HIV/AIDS in Mozambigque

focused on the positive effects of HIV/AIDS on
mobilization and democracy within the public
arena. Prior to beginning her PhD work in
2002, she worked professionally in South
Florida theatres and spent several years
traveling around the world. Since 2000, she has
worked, lived and conducted research in
several African countries including Swaziland,
South Africa, Ethiopia and Mozambique. Some
of the organizations with which she has worked
in Africa are Rotary International, the World
Health Organization, the South African Red
Cross, the International Orthodox Christian
Charities, and several local NGOs such as
Muleide, Kindlimuka and Matram, all of which
focus on women and/or health and access to
resources. Dr . Feni
Africa include the collective mobilization of
communities; women in the public sphere;
governance in the public sector; security
studies (on both the individual and national

levels); infectious disease and democratic
practices; and post-conflict state-society
relations. Along with assisting graduate

students in the U.S. and Europe in setting up
research projects on the continent, she has
served as consultant for a number of Africa-
related research projects, including the
collection of baseline community data for
PEPFAR, and
Linkagesproject (in 80 countries).
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PARAKH HOON, Assistant Professor, (PhD,
University of Florida, 2005). His scholarly
work and research interests center on the
political economy of development and
environment, governance and local democracy,
and how emerging international environmental
and development norms articulate with local
livelihoods and practices. He teaches in the
area of African Politics, Political Economy,

International  Development, and  Global
Environmental Politics.
For the last decade Professor Hoon has

conducted field research in Botswana, Zambia,
and India and has been working on southern
African politics and its environment, including
the politics of wildlife conservation and
agricultural development, and its effects on
rural communities. He has been a visiting
assistant  professor at the School of
International Service, American University in
Washington DC, and the Department of
Political Science at the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst. He has also worked
as a research analyst with local NGOs in India
and at the United Nations Development
Program in New York. He has been a non-
resident fellow with the Institutions and
Governance Program at World Resources
Institute in Washington, DC where he was
involved in two comparative research projects
on local democracy and natural resource
management, and commodity chain analysis as
a policy tool.

Professor Hoon has published on the politics of
community conservation, the relationship
between governance  and  sustainable
livelihoods, and local institutional innovation.
His publications include, "Impersonal Markets
and Personal Communities?  Wildlife,
Conservation, and Development in Botswana,"
Journal of International Wildlife Law and
Policy, 7:143-160, 2004; "Governance and
Sustainable Livelihoods: Pinning down two
troublesome concepts,” with Goran Hyden, in
Hans Bressers and Walter Rosenbaum, eds.,
Achieving Sustainable Development: The
Challenge of Governance across Social Scales
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(Praeger, 2004); and most recently "Working is
Celebrating: The Syncretic Politics of Labor
Transformation in Rural Zambia," in Dennis
Galvan and Rudra Sil, eds., Reconfiguring
Institutions Across Time and Space: Syncretic
Responses to Challenges of Political and
Economic  Transformation (New  York:
Palgrave/Macmillan, 2007). Professor Hoon is
currently working on a comparative project in
southern Africa on bottom-up decentralized
community-based and recent trans-boundary/
transfrontier conservation approaches.

KAREN HULT, Professor, Graduate Director
Designate [2010-2011], (PhD, University of
Minnesota, 1984). Her research and teaching
interests include organization theory, the U.S.
presidency and executive branch bureaucracy,
the U.S. judiciary, and research methodologies.
She has received research grants from: the
American Association of University Women,
the Haynes Foundation, the National Science
Foundation, the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the American Political Science
Association, and the Gerald R. Ford
Foundation, among others.

She currently is on the editorial boards of
Congress & the Presidency, Presidential
Studies Quarterly, and Rhetoric & Public
Affairs, and she has served on the editorial
board of the American Journal of Political
Science and on the Executive Council of the
Southern Political Science Association. She
was a member of the 2007 APSA Presidency
Research Group’s Neustadt Award Committee
and the 2008 SPSA Pi Sigma Alpha Award
committee. She also served as a member of the
Journal of Politics search committee in 2003-
04, as chair of the 2002 Pi Sigma Alpha Award
committee of the Southern Political Science
Association, and as a member of the APSA's
2002 E.E. Schattschneider Award committee.
She is a recipient of the 2004-05 Creighton
University College of Arts and Science’s
Alumni/ae Award and the 1995 University of
Minnesota Political Science Department's
Distinguished PhD Award; she is a co-recipient
of the 1996 Richard E. Neustadt Award for the



best book on the U.S. Presidency published in
1995; the 2003-04 Excellence in Research and
Creative Scholarship Award, College of Liberal
Arts & Human Sciences, Virginia Tech; the
2008 Virginia Social Science Association’s
Scholar Award in Political Science; and the
2008 Sturm Award for Faculty Excellence in
Research from the Phi Beta Kappa Mu chapter
of Virginia at Virginia Tech. Hult served as
president of the Presidency Research Group
from 1999-2001 and was a member of the
Advisory Board for the White House Transition
Project. She served as book review editor for
the Presidential Studies Quarterly from 1999
through July 2009. She has chaired the
Presidency Research Group's committee to
nominate candidates for the National Portrait
Gallery's Paul Peck Presidential Awards. She
has reviewed grant applications for the
National Science Foundation, the U.S.
Department of Education, and the American
Association of University Women.

Professor Hult has written four books: Agency
Merger and Bureaucratic Redesign (Pittsburgh,
1987); Governing Public Organizations, co-
authored with Charles Walcott (Brooks/Cole,
1990); Governing the White House: From
Hoover through LBJ, co-authored with Charles
Walcott (Kansas, 1995), a 1996 Choice
“Outstanding Academic Book™; and
Empowering the White House: Governance
under Nixon, Ford, and Carter, co-authored
with Charles Walcott (Kansas, 2004), a 2005
Choice “Outstanding Academic Title.” Most
recently, she has written “Presidential Decision
Making: The Impact of Organization and Style”
(with Charles Walcott), an invited essay for the
Oxford Handbook of the American Presidency,
edited by George C. Edwards Il (Oxford
University Press, 2009); “Not Always
According to Plan: Theory and Practice in the
Bush White House” (with Charles E. Walcott
& David B. Cohen), an invited chapter in
Judging Bush, edited by Robert A. Maranto,
Thomas Lanford, and Jeremy Johnson,
Stanford University Press, forthcoming; “The
Bush Staff and Cabinet System” (with Charles
E. Walcott), an invited chapter in Reflections
on the George W. Bush Presidency, edited by
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Mark J. Rozell and Gleaves Whitney, Rowman
& Littlefield Publishers, forthcoming; and
“George Akerson's Legacy: Continuity and
Change in White House Press Operations”
(with Charles Walcott), Presidential Studies
Quarterly 38 (December 2008). Other
publications have appeared in such journals as
Administration and Society, American Journal
of Political Science, American Political Science

Review, American Review of Public
Administration, Congress and the Presidency,
International ~ Journal  of  Technology,

Knowledge, & Society, Journal of Politics,

Policy Studies Journal, Polity, Presidency
Research, Presidential Studies Quarterly,
Public ~ Administration ~ Review,  Public

Productivity and Management Review, and
Rhetoric & Public Affairs.

Currently, Hult is working on a project
examining the effects of varying structures on
decision quality, doing a study of rhetorical
presentation of White House staffs from
Truman through George W. Bush (with
MaryAnne Borrelli), planning a second edition
of Governing Public Organizations, and
examining presidential papers at the Reagan
Library as part of continued work on the
evolution of  presidential  speechwriting
processes. As one of the scholars working on
the White House Transition Project, funded by
the Pew Charitable Trusts, she has co-authored
essays on the White House Counsel’s Office
(with MaryAnne Borrelli and Nancy Kassop)
and the Office of Staff Secretary (with Kathryn
Dunn Tenpas) that were made available in print
and electronic form to incoming staffers of
President George W. Bush in 2000 and
President Barack Obama in 2008; the 2000
materials produced for the Project appeared in
The White House World edited by Martha Joynt
Kumar and Terry Sullivan (Texas A&M
University Press, 2003). With Dunn Tenpas ,
she wrote the U.S. presidency materials for the
Governance  Institute’s ~ Workways  of
Governance project, which also was funded by
Pew; their work appears in Roger H. Davidson,
editor, Workways of Governance: Monitoring
Our
Brookings Institution Press, 2003). Hult also
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moderated a panel on “The Evolving Role of
the White House Counsel,” at the Lloyd N.
Cutler Conference on White House Counsels,
Miller Center of Public Affairs and University
of Virginia Law School, on November 10,
2006, and she participated on the Plenary
Roundtable, “The Institutional Presidency:
White House Organization and Interactions
with Congress, Interest Groups, and the
Media,” at “The Carter Presidency: Lessons for
the 21" Century,” University of Georgia,
January 19, 2007.

BETTINA KOCH, Assistant Professor, (Dr. phil.,
University of Vechta, Germany, 2004). Her
research interests focus on the history of
political thought, in particular medieval and
early modern political theory, and comparative
political theory, focusing on the comparison of
Western and Middle Eastern political concepts.
One further research interest is the influence of
religion on politics and the interaction between
the two.

Dr. Koch is author of Zur Dis-/Kontinuitat
mittelalterlichen politischen Denkens in der
neuzeitlichen politischen Theory: Marsilius von
Padua, Johannes Althusius und Thomas
Hobbes im Vergleich (Duncker & Humblot
2005). She also published articles on late
medieval and early modern political theory.
Her publications include “Religion as a
Principle of Political Order? Comparing
Marsilius of Padua and Johannes Althusius,” in
Frederick S. Carney et al. (eds.), Jurisprudenz,
politische Theorie und politische Theologie:
Beitrage des Herborner Symposions zum 400.
Jahrestag der Politica des Johannes Althusius
1603-2003 (Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 2004)
and “Marsilius and Hobbes on Papal Power:
Some Observations on Similarities,” in Gerson
Moreno-Riano (ed.), The World of Marsilius of
Padua: The Life and Thought of a Medieval
Political Thinker (Disputatio 5; Turnhout:

Brepols, 2006), 7 A Me d i e v-@hristiaMu s Ihdalthtare, police

Lesson on Political and Economic

Li ber al Jomraat of oQhinese, Indian,

and Islamic Cultural RelationsIl (2008,1),
fohannes  Althusius: Between  Secular

Federalism and
Ashgate Research @panion to Federalism
ed. by Ann and Lee Ward (Aldershot: Ashgate,
forthcoming July 2009), and a number of
German-language articles on medieval as well
as on modern political theory.

At present, Dr. Koch is working on a project
called “Theories of Decline in Western and
Middle Eastern Political Thought” in which she
examines Ibn Khaldin and Ibn Rushd in
relation to the literature on decline among the
Ottomans from the 16™ century onwards and
the Western classics of the same period. This
project also addresses the problem of nation-
building. One goal of the research project is the
development of theoretical tools that might be
employed to help analyze weak and failing
states.

CHAD LAVIN, Assistant Professor (PhD, The
Pennsylvania State University, 2003). His
teaching and research interests include modern
and contemporary democratic theory, American
political thought, political communication,
Marxism, and theories of food, disease, and
responsibility. Most broadly, his work focuses
on how technologies of work, wealth, leisure,
and communication shape self-understandings
and political possibility. He is particularly
interested in  public  anxieties  about
powerlessness in an age of corporate control,
privacy in an age of digital surveillance, and
authenticity in an age of ubiquitous marketing.

Professor Lavin’s first book, The Politics of
Responsibility (University of Illinois Press,
2008), explores the history of the indispensable
but deeply troubling concept of responsibility
in political thought of the past two centuries.
The book develops a novel theory of
responsibility and explores how this novel
theory offers a different set of responses to
issues of real political urgency such as
brutality, and global
inequality. Professor Lavin has also published
essays on various topics in the theory and
practice of politics, such as “Postliberal
Agency in Marx’s Brumaire” (Rethinking
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Marxism, 2005), “Fear, Radical Democracy,
and Theoretical Methadone” (Polity, 2006),
and “The Year of Eating Politically” (Theory &
Event, 2009).

Currently, Professor Lavin is at work on two
primary projects. One project is a book about
the philosophy and politics of food. Examining
digestive metaphors in political texts and food
anxieties in American culture, the book situates
debates about food reflect broader anxieties
about the status of national borders, individual
responsibility, and political space. In
collaboration ~ with a  professor  of
Communication, he is also at work on a series
of essays on how political metaphors circulate
in the mass media and condition the possibility
for political response.  They are looking
specifically at how social and political
phenomena like crime and obesity get
characterized as “epidemics,” how abstract
representations of crisis mediate the experience
of concrete life-or-death situations, and how
such abstractions relate to the management of
events like the flooding of New Orleans after
Hurricane Katrina.

IUA A. LUCIAK, Professor and Department
Chair, (J.D., University of Vienna, Austria,
1980; PhD, University of lowa, 1987). His
research interests include democratic theory
and gender politics, revolutionary movements,
reproductive rights, and globalization. He
teaches in the areas of Latin American politics,
development theory and revolutionary change
and has received teaching awards from the
Department of Political Science, the Political
Science Honors Society and the College of Arts
and Sciences. For the past twenty-five years he
has conducted field research in Central
America, Cuba and Colombia focusing on
gender equality and democratization. He has
been a visiting professor /fellow at the
Universidad Centroamericana in Nicaragua,
Stockholm  University, Sweden, Universitat
Innsbruck, Austria, and at The Society for the
Humanities, Cornell University. Professor
Luciak has written for Swedish, Austrian,
British, Mexican, Nicaraguan, Salvadoran and
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North American publications. He has worked
as a consultant for the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP), the United
Nations Women’s Fund (UNIFEM), the Office
of the Special Advisor to the Secretary General
on Gender Issues and the Advancement of
Women  (OSAGI) and the  Swedish
International Development Authority (Sida).
He has given numerous invited lectures and
organized several international conferences on
Central America. He has served as an invited
election observer in El Salvador and Nicaragua
and has been an official delegate to several
United Nations conferences.

Recent publications include, “Party and State in
Cuba: Gender Equality in Political Decision-
making.” Politics & Gender, Volume 1, Issue 2
(2005) and “Joining Forces for Democratic
Governance: Women’s Alliance Building for
Post-war Reconstruction in Central America.”
In Donna Pankhurst, ed. Gendered Peace:
Women's Search for Post-war Justice and
Reconciliation. (New York and London:
Routledge, 2008). Professor Luciak
has completed a multi-year study on "Gender
Equality and Democratization in Central
America and Cuba" for the European
Commission. Based on this study he published
After the Revolution: Gender and Democracy
in El Salvador, Nicaragua and Guatemala
(Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001), which
uses a gender lens to examine the
transformation of the revolutionary Left from
armed guerrilla  movements into political
parties. The second part of this research project
was published by the University Press of
Florida (2007, Paperback 2009) and is entitled,
Gender and Democracy in Cuba. He is
currently conducting field research for a book
on The Politics of Axel Wenner-Gren, the
founder of the Electrolux Company and major
philanthropist.

TIMOTHY W. LUKE, University Distinguished
Professor of Political Science, and Program
Chair, Government and International Affairs,
School of Public and International Affairs,
(PhD, Washington University-St. Louis, 1981).



Director of Graduate Studies [2009-2010]. His
areas of research include environmental politics
and cultural studies as well as comparative
politics, international political economy, and
modern critical social and political theory. He
teaches courses in the history of political
thought, contemporary political  theory,
comparative and international politics. He
serves on the editorial board of Capitalism
Nature Socialism, Critical Policy Studies,
Culture and Politics: An International Journal
of Theory, Fast Capitalism, International
Political Sociology, Journal of Information
Technology and Policy, Organization &
Environment, Current Perspectives in Social
Theory, Peace Studies Journal, and Telos. He
is an Associate Editor of New Political Science,
and has been the Citation Classics and
Foundational Works Editor for Organization &
Environment since 1999. He also is a founding
editor of Fast Capitalism located at the Center
for Theory with the University of Texas. He is
the book line editor of Telos Press Publishing,
where he oversees publication of works by
Ernst Juenger, Carl Schmitt, Jean-Claude Paye,
Paul Piccone, Victor Zaslavsky, and other
works of social theory. He also has served as
an editorial board member with Environmental
Communication, International Journal of
Innovation and Sustainable Development,
International Political Economy Yearbook,
Journal of Politics, New Political Science,
ultiBase, and Post-Communist Cultural Studies
with Penn State University Press.

From 1997-2009, he was Director of Graduate
Studies, and he founded the OLMA program on
the basis of his work with the Virginia Tech
Cyberschool from 1994-2003. He continues to
direct the Center for Digital Discourse and
Culture that also he developed during the
Cyberschool experiment. He has been awarded
fellowships and grants by the National
Endowment for the Humanities, the Carter G.
Woodson  Institute, the  Center  for
Organizational and Technological
Advancement, Alfred P. Sloan Foundation,
International Research and Exchange Board
(IREX), the Department of State, and the
Council for the International Exchange of
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Scholars (Fulbright Research/Teaching
Award). During 1996, he was named Visiting
Research and Teaching Scholar at the Open
Polytechnic of New Zealand, and in 1995 he
was the Fulbright Professor of Cultural Theory
and the Politics of Information Society at
Victoria University of Wellington in New
Zealand. He has reviewed grant proposals in
political science, sociology, and science studies
for the National Science Foundation, the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada, the Foundation for Research, Science
and Technology of New Zealand.

Recent  publications include  “Situating
Knowledges, Spatializing Communities, Siting
Contradictions: The Politics of Globality,
Locality and Green Statism,” Environmental
Governance: Power and Knowledge in a Local,
Global World, ed. Gabriela Kitting and Ronnie
Lipschutz (New York: Routledge, 2009), 13-
37; “The Politics of True Convenience or
Inconvenient Truth: Struggles over How to
Sustain Capitalism, Democracy, and Ecology in
the 21% Century,” Environment & Planning A,
40, (2008) 1811-1824; “In Defense of the
American West: Edward Abbey’s Desert
Solitaire,” Organization & Environment, 21,
(2008) 171-181; “Climatology as Social
Critique: The Social Construction/Creation of
Global Warming, Global Dimming, and Global
Cooling,” Political Theory and Climate
Change, ed. Steve Vanderheiden (Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press, 2008) 121-152; “Amartya Sen
and Sustainability,” Sustainability and Security
within Liberal Societies: Learning to Live with
the Future, ed. Stephen Gough and Andrew
Stables, (New York: Routledge, 2008) 1-15;
“The Insurgency of Global Empire and the
Counterinsurgency of Local Resistance: New
World Order in the Era of Civilian Provisional
Authority,” The Long Ward Insurgency,
Counterinsurgency and Collapsing States, ed.
Mark T. Berger and Douglas A. Borer, (New
York: Routledge, 2008) 223-260; “New media
e istituzioni sociali: potere e cultura politica,”
Capire i New Media: Culture,
communicazione, innovazione, technologica e
istituzioni sociali, Leah A. Lievrouw e Sonia
Livingstone, (Milano: Libri Hoepli, 2007); and,



“Nuclear Reactions: The (Re)Presentation of
Hiroshima at the National Air and Space
Museum,” Museums and Their Communities,
ed. Sheila Watson, (London: Routledge, 2007)
197-212. His most recent books are: There is a
Gunman on Campus: Tragedy and Terror at
Virginia Tech, Ben Agger and Timothy W.
Luke, eds. (Lanham, MD: Rowman &
Littlefield, 2008) xi, 263; Museum Politics:
Powerplays at the Exhibition (University of
Minnesota Press, 2002); Capitalism,
Democracy, and Ecology: Departing from
Marx (University of Illinois Press, 1999), The
Politics of Cyberspace, co-edited with Chris
Toulouse (Routledge, 1998), and Ecocritique:
Contesting the Politics of Nature, Economy,
and Culture (University of Minnesota Press,
1997). He also is the author of Shows of Force:
Politics, Power, and Ideology in Art
Exhibitions (Duke University Press, 1992);
Social Theory and Modernity: Critique, Dissent
and Revolution (Sage, 1990); Screens of
Power: ldeology, Domination and Resistance
in Informational Society (University of Illinois
Press,  1989); Ideology and  Soviet
Industrialization (Greenwood, 1985); and, co-
author with Victor T. Le Vine of The Arab-
African Connection (Westview Press, 1979).

Other writings by him have been published in
numerous edited books with Alta Mira Press;
Ashgate; Alt-X Press; Bergin & Garvey;
Blackwell; Campus Verlag; Congressional
Quarterly Press; Greenwood; University of
Kansas Press; Lawrence Erlbaum; Lexington
Books; Manchester University Press; Michigan
State University Press; University of Minnesota
Press; MIT Press; New York University Press;
Palgrave; Pearson Education; Pergamon;
Prentice Hall; Oxford University Press; Lynne
Rienner; Routledge; Rowman & Littlefield;
Rutgers University Press; Sage; Springer; State
University of New York Press; Telos Press; and
Yale University Press, among others and such
journals as Alternatives; American Political
Science Review; Annals of the Association of
American Geographers; AntePodium; ARENA
Journal; Art Journal; Art Papers; The
Australasian Journal of American Studies;
Babylone; Capitalism Nature Socialism;
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Critical Studies in Mass Communication;
Cultural Critique; Cultural Values; Current
Perspectives in Social Theory; Democracy &
Nature; The Ecologist; Educational Philosophy
and Theory; Environment and Planning A;
Environment and Planning D: Society and
Space; Fast Capitalism; Fifth Estate;
Geopolitics; Hermes: Revue Critique; History
of European Ideas; History of Political
Thought; Indian Journal of Political Science;
International Relations; International Studies
Quarterly; International Journal of
Technology, Knowledge, and Society; Journal
of Political Studies; Journal of Social
Philosophy; Journal of Sociology and Social
Welfare; Journal of Politics; Leviathan; New
Political Science; Organization &
Environment; Political Crossroads; Political
Geography; Philosophy of the Social Sciences;
Political Science Review; Quarterly Journal of
Ideology; The Public Historian; Research in
Political Sociology; Review of International
Political Economy; Review of Politics; SITES;
Social Research; Social Science Computer
Review; Social Science Journal; Sociological

Forum; Soviet and Post-Soviet Review;
Strategies: Journal of Theory; Culture,
Politics; Southwest Economy and Society;

Studies in Comparative Communism; Studies in
Comparative  International  Development;
Studies in Political Economy; Sustainable
Development; Telos; Theory & Event; Third
World Quarterly;  Transformations; and
Western Political Quarterly.

DEBORAH J. MILLY, Associate Professor, (PhD,
Yale University, 1990). Her teaching and
research interests include Japanese politics;
social movements; the politics of immigration;
comparative public policy; comparative social
policy; institutional change; and comparative
and regional Asian political economy. Her
book, Poverty, Equality, and Growth: The
Politics of Economic Need in Postwar Japan
(Harvard University Asia Council, 1999,
distributed by Harvard University Press;
paperback, 2002) received the Masayoshi Ohira
Memorial Prize in 2000. Her current research
interests include Japanese responses to



increased immigration, comparative and global
responses to international migration, and
comparative patterns of interaction between
state and civil society actors. She has presented
papers on the subject at international meetings
and numerous seminars and is author of “The
Rights of Foreign Migrant Workers in Asia:
Contrasting Bases for Expanded Protections” in
Ole Bruun and Michael Jacobsen, eds., Human
Rights and Asian Values: Contesting National
Identities and Cultural Representations in Asia
(Curzon Press, 2000) and “Policy Advocacy for
Foreign Residents in Japan” in Takeyuki
Tsuda, ed., Local Citizenship in Recent
Countries of Immigration:  Japan in
Comparative Perspective (2006). She has also
published shorter pieces in Japan Focus and
for the bulletin of the Japan Chair at the Center
for Strategic and International Studies.

Dr. Milly is currently completing a book-length
manuscript on the emergence of a governance
regime for immigration and immigrants’
policies in Japan from a comparative
perspective. This book compares Japan with a
set of countries from Asia and Europe that are
considered recent countries of immigration.
The author identifies two models through
which their respective governance regimes have
emerged and situates the book’s analysis in
terms of the literatures on governance and
historical institutions.

On campus, in the Department of Political
Science, Dr. Milly regularly teaches
undergraduate courses on Comparative Politics,
Asian politics, and Japanese politics. She also
teaches various graduate seminars, and she
served from 2002-2006 as Director of Graduate
Studies. She is also active in the East Asia
Leadership Group at Virginia Tech and has
organized major events for the university
community and general public related to East
Asia.

Professionally, Dr. Milly is active in the
American  Political ~ Science  Association
(APSA) and the Association for Asian Studies
(AAS). Currently, she serves as chair of the
Japan Political Studies Group, a related group
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of APSA that also sponsors roundtables at
AAS. She held fellowships from the Abe
Fellowship Program (1995-1996) and from the
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
(2001) to pursue research related immigration
and immigrants in Japan. In 2007, she was
invited to be a visiting Policy Fellow with the
Japan Chair at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Washington, DC. In
2009, she delivered the keynote speech for a
symposium on the role of civil society in
building an inclusive local society at the
Shizuoka University of Arts and Culture in
Hamamatsu, Japan.

WAYNE D. MOORE, Associate Professor (J.D.,
University of Virginia, 1983; PhD, Princeton
University, 1992). His areas of teaching and
research include constitutional law and politics
in the United States, constitutional and political
development, political theory, judicial politics,
and comparative constitutional studies. His
book, Constitutional Rights and Powers of the
People (Princeton University Press, 1996), was
winner of the 1997 C. Herman Pritchett Award
from the Law and Courts Section of the
American Political Science Association. The
book examines principles and structures of
American constitutionalism with reference to
the concept of popular sovereignty. His
published articles and book chapters include
"Constitutional ~Citizenship,” "Reconceiving
Interpretive  Autonomy: Insights from the
Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions," "Written
and Unwritten Constitutional Law During the
Founding Period: The Early New Jersey
Cases,” "Taking a Stand for Speech,” "The
Fourteenth Amendment’s Initial Authority:
Problems of Constitutional Coherence," "From
Roots to Branches and Back: Popular
Sovereignty Within Constitutional Theory,"
and "(Re)Construction of Constitutional
Authority and Meaning: The Fourteenth
Amendment and Slaughter-House Cases.” Dr.
Moore is on the Editorial Board of Law and
Politics Book Review and is a former member
of the Board of Directors of the University of
Virginia Press. He is also the faculty advisor
for Virginia Tech's pre-law chapter of Phi



Alpha Delta and serves as one of the
University's pre-law advisors. Professor Moore
has taught in Osaka, Japan, on a Fulbright
Fellowship; and his research grants include a
Fellowship  for College Teachers and
Independent  Scholars from the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

WOLFGANG NATTER, Professor, (PhD, The
Johns Hopkins University, 1990) Wolfgang
Natter recently joined the Department and
University, where he also serves as Director of
Virginia Tech’s Alliance of Social, Political,
Ethical, Cultural Thought (ASPECT). Prior to
his arrival, he was a professor at the University
of Kentucky, where he was co-founder and
long term director of that University’s
Committee on Social Theory. In recent years,
he has also been a visiting professor at the
University of Jena, was Leibniz Professor at the
Center for Advanced Study, Leipzig University,
was a research fellow at the Max Planck
Institute for the History of Science, Berlin, and
at the Center for Social and Political Thought at
the University of South Florida. Professor
Natter earned his undergraduate degree from
Wesleyan University and his Masters and Ph.D
from The Johns Hopkins University.

His teaching encompasses various aspects of
political, social, and cultural theory. Recurring
seminar topics have included Globalization,
Democracy,  Sustainability;  Poststructural
Social Science; Walter Benjamin and the
Frankfurt  School; Space, Identity,
Representation; and  Alternative Political
Thought. He is author of Literature at War,
Representing 0t he

Germany (Yale), and co-editor of Postmodern
Contentions; Objectivity and its Other; and The
Social and Political Body (all with Guilford).
He has edited several special journal issues,
most recently on the theme of Political
Ecology, Territoriality and Scale (Geojournal).
Recent articles have focused on film and
critical whiteness studies; on identity and
globalization ‘from below’; on civil society and
democracy; on the ‘new’ and the ‘old’ cultural
geography; on German Geopolitics of the

Ti
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1920s and 1930s; and on political geographies
of contingent universality. Among other
ongoing projects, Wolfgang is working on a
booktitledFr i edr i ch Rat.zel

Dr. Natter’s research has been supported by the

Fulbright Commission, the National
Endowment for the Humanities, the National
Science Foundation, the Deutsche

Akademische Austauschdienst, the American
Council of Learned Societies, and the
Rockefeller Foundation. In addition to his on-
campus administrative duties, he serves as
Executive Director of the International Social
Theory Consortium and as co-director (with
Herb Reid and Betsy Taylor) of the emerging
Center for Democratic Planning and
Participatory Research, which is an outgrowth
of their Rockefeller supported work on Civic
Professionalism, Global Regionalism and the
Scaling Up of Social Justice. Other service
activities include past duties on the editorial
boards of disClosure, the Publications of the
Modern Language Association, The Annals of
American Geography, German Studies Review,
Minesota Review, and present duties on the
editorial boards of Social Geography and
Ethics, Place, Environment.

ScoTT G. NELSON, Assistant Professor, (PhD,
Arizona State University, 2002). His research
interests include international relations theory
and political theory, international law and
organization, and international political
economy. He teaches in these areas at the
undergraduate level and also in the
department's MA and OLMA programs.

of Greatnessbo i n
Scott’s first book is entitled Sovereignty and
the Limits of the Liberal Imagination
(Routledge, 2009). The book examines several
of the classical theoretical foundations of
domestic and international organization,
concentrating on the contestable conceptions of
community, order, justice, freedom,
responsibility and wealth developed by the
major political theorists of the modern epoch.
The book is in part a study of the major liberal
and enlightenment theories of the modern



tradition, and it provides students of
international relations with a basic grounding in
the classic political theories of modernity. The
critical thrust of the argument is that the
accepted discourses of world politics are
constructed by way of particular interpretive
negotiations of what sovereign power is and
what it must be made to accomplish in
domestic and world politics. As theorists have
sought to legitimize and rationalize state power
— the essence of sovereignty — a practice of
concealing these legitimations and
rationalizations must also be deployed to
accommodate the groundless basis for securing
any claim to legitimate political authority: the
tradition of political liberalism is one such

practice. More than a tradition, political
liberalism is a manner of self-activating
strategies  of  concealing  sovereignty's

intrinsically paradoxical, broken origins. An
article that elaborates these themes, entitled
"Sovereignty, Ethics, Community," was
published in the journal Philosophy and Social
Criticism (November 2004). An essay of
Scott’s on political legitimacy and global order
appeared in Yannis A. Stivachtis (ed.)
International Order in a Globalizing World
(Ashgate, 2007). Scott is the co-editor (with
Nevzat Soguk) of the forthcoming Ashgate
Research Companion to Modern Theory,
Modern Power, World Politics:  Critical
Investigations (Ashgate, forthcoming 2010).
Scott is currently at work on a book about
community, legitimacy, and democracy in
world politics entitled Any Given We.

RICHARD C. RICH, Professor, (PhD, Indiana
University, 1976). His areas of teaching and
research include: domestic and global
environmental policy, public policy analysis,
urban ecology, and research methods. His
research has been funded by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the National
Science Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the
Department of Housing and  Urban
Development, the J. S. Mott Foundation, the
National Institute of Justice, The National
Institute for Chemical Studies, The European
Social ~ Science  Council, and  other
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organizations. He is a member of the National
Council for Science and the Environment, the
Virginia  Natural Resources Leadership
Council, and the National Council of
Environmental Deans and Directors. He also
serves on the Expert Panel advising the U.S.
Climate Change Research Program, and is the
Environmental Policy Editor of the on-line
Encyclopedia of the Earth. He is the Director
of The Center for Environmental and
Hazardous Materials Studies, and was formerly
Chair of the Department of Political Science
and Director of the School of Public and
International Affairs at Virginia Tech. He has
held fellowships from the Kellogg Foundation
and The National Association of Schools of
Public Administration, and was Benjamin
Bannaker Professor of Metropolitan Area
Affairs at George Washington University. He
was the Editor of the State University of New
York Press Urban Public Policy book series
which won the Aaron Wildavsky Award for
Contributions to Policy Analysis. He is
coauthor of Empirical Political Analysis, 6th
ed. (Longman, 2006). His articles have been
published in such journals as Administration
and Society, American Journal of Community
Psychology, American Journal of Political

Science, American Behavioral Scientist,
Community Psychology, Environmental
Practice, The Environmental Professional,

Journal of Environmental Psychology, Social
Science Quarterly, Urban Affairs, Urban
Studies, Policy Studies Journal, Policy Studies
Review, Risk Analysis, Risk, and Social Policy.

RICHARD D. SHINGLES, Associate Professor,
(PhD, University of Minnesota, 1973). His
research focuses is on the politics of race,
ethnicity, gender and class. He also publishes
and teaches research methods. His articles have
been published in the American Political
Science Review, Journal of Politics, Law and
Public Policy, Political Behavior, Policy
Studies  Journal, Political Methodology,
Experimental Study of Politics, Journal of
Black Studies, and the American Educational
Research Journal. Selected publications which
illustrate Dr. Shingles’ interests are: Black



Consciousness and Political Participation: the
Missing Link,” American Political Science
Review. (1981) 75: 76-81, "Class, Status and
Support for Government Aid to Disadvantaged
Groups,” Journal of Politics. (1989) 51: 933-
962, and "Minority Consciousness and Political
Action: A Comparative Approach™ in Anthony
Messina et al. (Eds.)) Ethnic and Racial
Minorities in Advanced Industrial
Democracies, Greenwood Press (1992).
Currently he is completing a book entitled
Aztlan Lost: The Legacy of Conquest and Race
for Mexican-Americans and Other Colonized
Minorities. The book examines the long term
impact on Mexican-Americans and Mexican
immigrants in the Southwest of the forced
annexation of the northern half of Mexico
between 1835 and 1850. Parts of this book have
been featured in the Virginia Tech journal,
Research, Winter, 2002.

Dr. Shingles was a MacArthur Fellow during
1989-1990 at the Joint Center for Political and
Economic Studies, the recipient of a National
Science Foundation Grant for research on the
psychological requisites of direct action protest,
and a recipient of an NES grant to develop
measures of subject political efficacy for the
federally funded, bi-annual National Elections
Surveys. He is the recipient of a 2007 CLAHS
Diversity Award, 2007 and 2004 University
Diversity Research Grants, a 2007 Mentor-
Graduate Student Diversity Fellowship, a 2005
CLHAS Spring-Summer Faculty Research
Grant, and a 2005 Summer Information
Literacy Collaboration Grant sponsored by the
Library and CLAHS. Dr. Shingles has been
twice nominated by the student Political
Science Club for a College Certificate of
Teaching Excellence and once designated the
“Outstanding Teacher of the Year by Pi Sigma
Alpha.

Dr. Shingles is an elected member of the
Faculty Senate, representing the Political
Science and the Black Caucus, the Commission
on Equal Opportunity and Diversity, and
CLAHS Diversity Committee. In 2007 he
completed one term on University Council. He
continues to be the only non-administrator
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serving as a Sponsor of the Multicultural
Fellows, which he helped organize in 1998. He
serves on the Advisory Board of the CLAHS
Undergraduate Diversity Certificate, which he
helped build, and is former chair of the CLAHS
awards committee for the Summer Graduate
Student Diversity Fellowship, which he helped
create. He is currently collaborating on
designing a Diversity Competency Initiative - a
faculty development program. Dr. Shingles is
an adjunct/associate faculty member of: the
Center for Interdisciplinary Studies, Africana
Studies, and Woman Studies.

IOANNIS STIVACHTIS, Associate Professor and
International Studies Program Director (PhD,
University of Lancaster, 1996). His research
interests include the expansion of international
society, the expansion of regional international
societies, conditionality and international order,
international society and the civilizing process,
EU enlargement, and EU foreign, security and
defense policy. He teaches in the areas of
international  politics,  global/international
security, international organization and global
governance and has received teaching awards
from various academic institutions.

He is member of the Academic Committee and
Head of the Politics and International Affairs
Research Unit of ATINER (Athens Institute of
Education and Research); Senior Advisor of the
Research Institute for European & American
Studies (RIEAS); Scientific Expert of the
Research DG and Culture DG of the European
Commission; Vice-President of the
Comparative and Interdisciplinary  Studies
Section (CISS) of the International Studies
Association (ISA); member of the English
School of International Relations and Secretary
of the English School (ES) section of the ISA;
and member of the Society for the Study of
Difference (SSD). He also serves as reviewer
for many journals.

He is the author of The
Civilizationd in the
Society, forthcoming (Edwin Mellen Press); Co-
operative Security and Non-Offensive Defense in
the Zone of War (Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 2001);
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and The Enlargement of International Society
(London: Macmillan, 1998); co-author of Non-
Offensive Defense in the Middle East (New
York: United Nations Publications 1998); editor
of  Global Issues:  Perspectives  and
Controversies  (Athens:  ATINER  2008),
International Order in a Globalizing World

(Aldershot: Ashgate, 2007), The State of
European Integration (Aldershot: Ashgate
2007), International Governance &

International Security (Athens: ATINER, 2005);
and Current Issues in European Integration
(Athens: ATINER, 2004); and co-editor of The
Economic Dimensi on
the European Union, forthcoming, (Toronto:
The University of Toronto Press), EU-Turkish
Relations:  Dilemmas, Opportunities and
Constraints (Lanham: Lexington Books, 2008),
and Eur opean Uni
Enlargement (Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 2002). He
has published several chapters in edited volumes
and articles in various journals.

His previous academic and professional
appointments include Professor, Academic Dean
and International Relations Program Head at
IFM  University (Switzerland); Professor at
Schiller International University (Switzerland);
Visiting Associate Professor at The International
University-Vienna (Austria); Visiting Professor
at the Geneva School of Diplomacy
(Switzerland);  Research ~ Associate  and
consultant with the Austrian Federal Ministries
of Foreign Affairs, Defense, and Culture &
Education; Research Fellow at the United
Nations Institute for Disarmament Research
(UNIDIR); and Senior Researcher at ARIS
Research & Consulting Office for Security
Studies (Austria). He has also taught in various
diplomatic and military academies.

CHARLES LEWIS TAYLOR, Professor, (PhD, Yale
University, 1963). His areas of research and
teaching interest include cross-national political
analysis, comparative politics, and Western
European politics. He collaborates with Craig
Jenkins, Marianne Abbott, Doug Bond and Joe

Bond in the creation and analysis of a
computerized coding scheme for the
measurement of intrastate and interstate

of
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political conflict and cooperation events. His
most significant books are: World Handbook of
Political and Social Indicators, 3rd ed., Vol. I:
Cross-National Attributes and Growth Rates,
and, Vol. 1l: Political Protest and Government
Change, co-author with David A. Jodice (Yale
University Press, 1983); Why Governments
Grow: Measuring Public Sector Size (Sage,
1983); and Codebook for the Third World
Handbook (Zentralarchiv fur empirische
Sozialforschung, 1983). He also is co-author
with Michael C. Hudson of World Handbook of
Political and Social Indicators, 2nd ed., and
In@icator kSystym3 ®r PAlitical Esormomio amd
Social Analysis (Anton Hain Verlag, 1980);
and, Cumulation in Social Science Data
Archiving, co-author with David A. Jodice and
Karl W. Deutsch (Anton Hain Verlag, 1980).
HiMaatidleés thawer appaarec ia nhe Politische

Viertelsjahresschrift, ~ American  Political
Science  Review; International  Studies
Quarterly;  German  Political  Studies;
Comparative Foreign Policy Note;

Comparative Political Studies; PS; and Journal
of Development Studies. He has been visiting
professor at the universities of Strathclyde,
Mannheim, and Ohio State, was The John
Marshall Professor of Politics at the Budapest
University of Economic Sciences, and was
Recurring Visiting Research Professor at the
Wissenschaftszentrum-Berlin. He and Hans-
Dieter Klingemann also edited a book series
that documents current elections in the new
democracies of Central and Eastern Europe.

CHARLES E. WALcoTT, Professor, (PhD,
University of California at Santa Barbara,
1971). A graduate of Occidental College
(1964), Professor Walcott taught at the
University of Minnesota for 21 years before
coming to Virginia Tech in 1989. His central
research interests focus upon the U.S.
Presidency, especially as it can be understood
through  organization theory and on
organizational governance generally. He has
written or edited five books, including
Governing Public Organizations (Brooks/Cole,
1990), Governing the White House: From
Hoover through LBJ (University Press of



Kansas, 1995), and Empowering the White
House: Nixon, Ford and Carter (University
Press of Kansas, 2004), all co-authored with
Karen M. Hult. He has had numerous articles
published in journals such as the American
Journal of Political Science, Polity, the Policy
Studies Journal, the Presidential Studies
Quarterly, Congress and the Presidency,
Rhetoric and Public Affairs, International
Interactions, Perspectives on Political Science,
and many edited volumes.

Professor Walcott’s research over the past two
decades has focused principally upon
understanding the structural evolution and
workings of the White House Office. Among
his recent articles are "George Akerson's
Legacy: Continuity and Change in White
House Press Operations,” Presidential_Studies
Quarterly, December 2008 and “White House
Structure and Decision Making: Elaborating the
Standard Model, Presidential Studies Quarterly
June 2005, both co-authored with Karen M.
Hult. Other publications have arisen out of his
participation in the Pew Charitable Trusts'
White House Transition Project. These include
"The Office  of Management  and
Administration," Presidential Studies
Quarterly, 2002, co-authored with Peri E.
Arnold and Bradley H. Patterson, Jr. and "The
Chief of Staff," Presidential Studies Quarterly,
2001, co-authored with Shirley Anne Warshaw
and Stephen Wayne, both reprinted in Martha
Joynt Kumar and Terry Sullivan, eds., White
House World: Transitions, Organization, and
Office Operations (Texas A&M University
Press, 2003). He and Hult wrote chapters on
the George W. Bush White House staff and
cabinet in Testing the Limits (edited by Mark J.
Rozell and Gleaves Whitney, Rowman and
Littlefield, 2009) and, with David B. Cohen, in
Judging Bush (edited by Robert Maranto, Tom
Lansford, and Jeremy Johnson Stanford
University Press, 2009) as well as a review
essay, “Early Evaluations of the Bush
Presidency,” in Rhetoric and Public Affairs
(2007). In addition, Hult and Walcott wrote
"Influences on Presidential Decision Making,"
in George C. Edwards Ill and William Howell,
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eds., The Oxford Handbook of the American
Presidency (Oxford University Press, 2009).

Professor Walcott’s research has been
recognized with several significant awards.
Governing the White House received the
APSA's Richard E. Neustadt Award as the best
book on the presidency published in 1995, and
was selected for Choice Magazine's annual list
of Outstanding Academic Books. Empowering
the White House was likewise selected in 2005
for the Choice list of Outstanding Academic
titles, and in 2008 was given the Sturm Award
by the Virginia Tech chapter of Phi Beta
Kappa.  "Organizational Design as Public
Policy," by Hult and Walcott, received the
Theodore Lowi Award from the Policy Studies
Organization for the best article in the 1990
volume of the Policy Studies Journal; Walcott
and Hult also won the Pi Sigma Alpha Award
for the best paper at the 1985 Annual Meeting
of the Midwest Political Science Association.
He received an Award for Excellence in
Research and Creative Scholarship from the
Virginia Tech College of Liberal Arts and
Human Sciences in 2004, and he and Hult
shared the 2008 Scholar Award in Political
Science from the Virginia Social Science
Association.

From July 2001 through June 2009, Professor
Walcott was an editor of Congress and the
Presidency, an interdisciplinary journal of
research in political science and history. He
now serves on that journal’s editorial board.
He is also a member of the editorial board of
the Presidential Studies Quarterly, and is, in
2008-9, President of the Presidency Research
Group, which is the American Political Science
Association’s organized section on presidency
scholarship. His research has received support
from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the Gerald R. Ford Library
Foundation, the American Political Science
Association, and the Bush Foundation, among
others.

Professor Walcott has also won several awards
for teaching excellence at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels, including a



Certificate of Teaching Excellence from the
Virginia Tech College of Arts and Sciences in
2003. He has been honored for his teaching by
inclusion on the University of Minnesota’s
Scholars Walk. He has written books and
articles on the use of simulation-gaming
techniques in the classroom. His current
research includes a study of decision making
and  administrative  leadership in  the
contemporary White House, and an analysis of
the politics of Title IX and its impact on
intercollegiate athletics.

EDWARD WEISBAND, Princeton University,
B.A., 1961, Stanford University, MA, the
School of Advanced International Studies
(SAIS) of the Johns Hopkins University, (PhD,
1969), holds the Edward S. Diggs Endowed
Chair Professorship in the Department of
Political Science of the College of Liberal Arts
and Human Sciences. He is also a member of
the faculty of the Government and International
Affairs Program of the Virginia Tech School of
public and International Affairs and a Senior
Fellow of the Virginia Tech Institute for
Governance and Accountability.

While at SAIS, he was a four-year recipient of
the congressionally funded National Defense
Foreign Language Act (NDFL) grant. This
permitted him to develop advanced language
proficiency in both French and Turkish as well
as to complete his dissertation field work in
Turkey. At this time, he conducted extensive
interviews with the second founding President
of the Turkish Republic, Ismet Inonu, and with
a generation of Turkish foreign policy leaders
who had influenced Turkish foreign policy
during the interwar and wartime period. This
research led in 1973 to publication of Turkish
Foreign Policy: Small State Diplomacy and
Great Power Politics, Princeton University
Press. This book was subsequently translated
into Turkish and published in book and
newspaper serialized form by MILLIYET
Press. It has attained a near classic status in
Turkish historiography and is considered to be
a major study of modern Turkish political
history. In 1998, Professor Weisband, at the
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behest of the Inonu Foundation, delivered the
keynote address at a conference held where the
original meeting occurred on the 55"
anniversary of the November 1943 Cairo
meeting between Inonu, Roosevelt and
Churchill.  His recent chapter, “Freedom of
Association Rights in Turkey,” written with
Sera Oner, a former Virginia Tech Political
Science graduate student, was published by the
University of Pennsylvania Press in 2007 in a
volume entitled, Human Rights in Turkey:
Policy and Prospects, edited by Zehra
Kabasakal Arat.

Professor Weisband has completed several
studies focusing on accountability and
transparency in U.S. foreign policy. In 1969, he
co-edited a study of regionalism and free trade,
The Politics and Economics of Cooperation: A
Free Trade Association Among Canada,
Britain and the United States, New York
University Press. In 1971, he coauthored, Word
Politics:  Verbal Strategy Between the
Superpowers, Oxford University Press, that
contrasted American and Russian interventions
in Latin American and Eastern Europe. In
1973, he wrote, A Paradigm of Lockean
Liberalism: The Ideology of American Foreign
Policy, Sage Publications, a critical
examination of U.S. justification for military
interventions in Indochina.

His 1975 study, Resignation-In-Protest:
Loyalty to Team versus Loyalty to Conscience,
that compared resignation policies and
practices at Cabinet and sub-Cabinet levels in
U.S. and British governments, was published in
the aftermath of Watergate and U.S.
engagement in Indochina. Widely reviewed in
the American and British press, it was selected
by The New York Times Book Review as the
“Editor’s Choice” and among the “Most
Noteworthy Books” published in 1975. During
the same year, the Christopher Society
bestowed its National Literary Award on this
study citing its contribution to ethical discourse
in American public life. Originally published in
hardback by the Viking Press, Penguin
published it in soft cover for distribution in the
U.K. as well as the United States. In 1974,



Professor Weisband co-edited a comparative
study of secrecy and freedom of information
policies, Secrecy and Foreign Policy, Oxford
University Pres. In 1979, he also co-authored,
Foreign Policy By Congress, Oxford University
Press, a study of the 93 Congress and its
attempt to transform U.S. foreign policy
decision-making in ways designed to make
foreign policy more accountable to Congress.
Professor Weisband has edited two books

oriented to pedagogy and teaching, both
published by Westview Press. The first,
Teaching  World  Politics: ~ Contending

Pedagogies for a New World Order, and the
second, Poverty Amidst Plenty: World Political
Economy and Distributive Justice received a
wide audience in Europe as well as the United
States, the former as a guide to national
academic evaluation in several European
educational systems, the latter as a widely
adopted text with respect to equality and
development. Major portions of Poverty Amidst
Plenty are included in the customized text
assigned in Harvard University’s core
curricular course on Ethics and International
Relations.

Since coming to Virginia Tech in 1990,
Professor Weisband has focused his research
on international monitoring regimes, global
accountabilities, the International Labor
Organization (ILO), and core international
labor standards. In 1991, Professor Weisband
was the first American to have been invited to
participate as a Scholar-in-Residence by the
ILO International Institute of Labor Studies in
its International Labor Studies Program. In
1995, the ILO commissioned him to examine
Industrial and Sectoral Committees, its largest
multilateral program dealing with international
labor issues on a sectoral or industry-to-
industry basis. The ILO subsequently published
his analysis that, in turn, generated a series of
sectoral committee reform proposals. These
proposals were subsequently included in an
ILO working document submitted to the ILO
Governing Body. During 1996-1997, this
document, that included several proposals
initiated by the Weisband report, was debated,
amended and in some instances adopted by
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delegations representing over 160 ILO member
states.

In addition to his focus on ILO sectoral
activities, Professor Weisbhand has examined
core international labor standards by applying
quantitative as  well as  qualitative
methodologies in the evaluation of the ILO
monitoring or supervisory machinery. He
authored a now often cited empirical analysis
of core labor standards and state behavior using
his own data set to assess state behaviors
against world averages and standard deviations,

“Discursive Multilateralism: Global
Benchmarks, Shame and Learning in the ILO
Labor  Standards  Monitoring  Regime,”

International Studies Quarterly, VVol.44, No. 4,
(2000); he co-authored, with a former Virginia
Tech undergraduate, a companion study,
“Freedom of Association Violations: An
Empirical Analysis of the Annual Reports of
the International Confederation of Free Trade
Unions,” Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 22,
No. 1, (2000). In 2004, he completed a
quantitatively grounded discourse analysis
using performative speech act theory to
investigate over 2000 cases of complaints
brought before the ILO Committee on Freedom
of Association, “Verdictive Discourses, Shame
and Judicialization in Pursuit of Freedom of
Rights.”

Professor Weisband (with Alnoor Ebrahim)
recently completed an edited volume, Forging
Global Accountabilities: Participation,
Pluralism, and Public Ethics, Cambridge
University Press 2007, that aims to bring
analytical framing and coherence to the diverse
debates on accountability in three sectors of
society--civil society and nonprofit
organizations, public and intergovernmental
agencies, and private corporations.

Currently Professor Weisband is completing a
project on genocide, crimes against humanity,
and political evil. This study focuses on human
psychology and emotionality as well as culture
and ideology as factors that help to explain how
and why intense and widespread suffering
occurs at certain periods in modern political



history. His chapter (with Courtney 1. P.
Thomas) “The Biocorporeality of Evil: A
Taxonomy” will be published in a forthcoming
e-Book on Evil, Law, and the State under the
auspices of InterDisciplinary.Net. His paper
“Nationality, Catastrophic Annihilation, and
Political Evil” was presented at the 8" Biennial
Conference for the International Society of
Genocide Scholars in June 2009.

Throughout his career, Professor Weisband has
devoted primary attention to teaching and
pedagogy and is nationally recognized for
contributions  to  distinguished  teaching,
especially of introductory subjects. In 1983, he
was promoted to Distinguished Teaching
Professor, a rank above full professor, by the
State University of New York (SUNY), having
received numerous citations for teaching
excellence including the Danforth Foundation
Associateship for Excellence in Teaching and
the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Teaching
Excellence in 1979. His reputation as a
teaching scholar was further enhanced in 1987
when the Council for the Advancement and
Support of Education (CASE) in cooperation
with the Carnegie Foundation, selected him as
the Gold Medal Finalist in its National
Professor of the Year competition. Professor
Weisband also was named by CASE as the New
York State Professor of the Year during the
same year. In 1990, Professor Weishand
inaugurated the Edward Singleton Diggs
Endowed Chair at Virginia Tech. In 1992, he
received the Philip and Sadie Sporn Award for
Outstanding Teaching of Introductory Subjects
and has also been cited twice by the Pi Sigma
Alpha Political Science Honors Society as the
outstanding professor of the year. Upon coming
to Virginia Tech, Professor Weisband initiated
the proposal to establish at Virginia Tech the
Diggs Teaching Roundtable and Teaching
Scholar Award, a program that has now
emerged as a form of major recognition of
teaching excellence and as an important
Virginia Tech faculty forum to explore
pedagogical approaches and instructional
methods. Professor Weisband has served as the
academic director of the Virginia Tech summer
Washington Semester program seven times and
has conducted the Virginia Tech academic
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program at the Virginia Tech Center for
European Studies and Architecture in Riva San

Vitale, Switzerland, during three separate
semesters. In 1996, Professor Weisbhand
introduced, A Nat i ons tionahtids: N a
Cul tural Constructions

the first undergraduate and core curricular
offering officially sponsored by the Virginia
Tech School of Public and International
Affairs. Professor Weisband has also recently
contributed a chapter, "Celebration of Teaching
and of the Pedagogical Calling: The Plenitude
of Learning in Large Lectures,” to an edited
collection on teaching sponsored by the
Virginia Tech Academy for Teaching
Excellence that will be published by Pearson
Publications in 2007.

Professor Weisband has served in various
consultantships ~ and  visiting  scholarly
capacities throughout his career. He has been a
project evaluator for the U.S. Agency for
International Development in connection with
its Title IX program designed to encourage
capacity building in developing and newly
industrializing countries with respect to human
rights and civic participation. As a result, he
worked in Kenya, Uganda, Turkey as well as
Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. Professor
Weisband has also been invited to act as a
Scholar-in-Residence in a program sponsored
by the Rene Cassin International Institute of
Human Rights, Faculty of Law and Political
Science of the University of Strasbourg,
France.

Professor Weisband has been interviewed on
National Public Radio, NBC’s Today Show, on
CBS National Radio, “Cross Talk,” on the
Canadian Broadcasting System, and other
similar programs. He regularly lectures abroad
and in 1997 was invited by Khulamani, a South
African organization seeking compensation for
the victims of Apartheid, to conduct lectures in
townships throughout the Capetown area
regarding human rights and workers rights. He
has been an editorial reviewer for a wide range
of publishers and professional organizations,
including Oxford University Press, St. Martin’s
Press, Prentice-Hall, Longman & Son,



Westview Press, American Political Science
Association, International Studies Quarterly,
the Peace Science Society, etc. He is actively
engaged in numerous disciplinary and
professional organizations and in 1997 was
inducted into the Phi Beta Delta Honorary
Society for International Scholars.

LAURA ZANOTTI, Associate Professor (PhD,
Florida International University 2004). Her
research includes critical and postmodernist
inquiries on international politics, international
organization, security, peacekeeping and
democratization. Zanotti has published in
Alternatives,  International  Peacekeeping,
Security Dialogue, the Journal of International
Relations and Development as well as in the
European University Working Papers Series.
Her book entitled Governing Disorder: United
Nations Peacekeeping, International Security,
and Democratization in the Post-Cold War Era
is forthcoming with Penn State University
Press.

Prior to joining VT, Dr. Zanotti worked for ten
years at the United Nations, where she served
both in administration and as a political advisor
for Peacekeeping Operations. In 1999 she
represented the Department of Peacekeeping
Operations in a “Needs Assessment Mission”
deployed in Haiti by the United Nations
Secretary General to devise the shift of the UN
mandate from peacekeeping to peace building.
In 2001-2003 she performed the function of
Deputy to the Head of the United Nations
Liaison Office in Zagreb, Croatia.

In 2005-2006 Dr. Zanotti was a Jean Monet
Fellow at the European University Institute in
San Domenico di Fiesole, Italy. She also
teaches as Visiting Professor at the PhD and
Master programs at the School of International
Relations, Trento University, Italy. Previously
her research was funded by the Latin America
and Caribbean Institute at Florida International
University, and by the Mellons’ Foundation.
She has presented numerous papers at
international meetings, and has been frequently
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invited to lecture abroad on peacekeeping,
democratization and the United Nations reform.

Current On Line Masters (OLMA)
Faculty

BURTON M. ATKINS, OLMA Faculty (Ph.D
University of Kentucky 1970) is professor
emeritus of political science at Florida State
University. During his career at FSU, he has
served in a variety of administrative capacities
including Chair of the Department of Political
Science, Director of the FSU London Study
Center and most recently as Director of the
International Studies Program, an
interdisciplinary baccalaureate and master’s
degree program including International Affairs,
Russian and East European Studies, and Asian
Studies. He has been active in developing a
variety of on-line courses at FSU for the
Interdisciplinary ~ Social ~ Science  Degree
Program. He also designed on-line courses for
the University’s London Study Center focusing
on British and European Union politics, as well
as upon NATO policy. These hybrid courses
included in depth sessions with various policy
makers in the House of Commons, in several
EU institutions and at the NATO HQ and
military command centers in Brussels and
Mons.

His teaching and research interests have
included judicial behavior, with an emphasis on
appellate court decision making, constitutional
law and politics and UK politics. While most
of his judicial behavior and politics research
has focused on American appellate courts,
grants from the National Science Foundation
have supported his research agenda on a cross-
national understanding of appellate court
decision making emphasizing the English Court
of Appeal, the intermediate appellate court in
the English judicial system.

Professor Atkins’ research has been published
in a wide variety of journals, including The
American Journal of Political Science, The



Journal of Politics, The Western Political
Quarterly, Polity, The Social Science
Quarterly, Law & Society Review, Judicature,
and Law and Politics Quarterly. He is also co-
editor of Prisons, Protest and Politics and The
Invisible Justice System.

His current research agenda is devoted
primarily to continued analysis of the large and
unique data set that he assembled on the
English Court of Appeal, with a focus on the
further application of party capability theory to
understanding commonalities in the decision
making of American and English Appellate
courts. Another active research project is
examining how the interaction of judges’
personality characteristics and judicial role
orientations affect their career cycles on the
bench. Aside from utilizing a unique data set
with measures of personality and role
characteristics of Florida trial judges, the
project also is mining qualitative data
assembled through intensive interviews with
the Florida judges.

J. P. MONROE, OLMA Faculty (PhD UCLA,
1994) J.P. Monroe teaches research methods at
Virginia Tech in On-Line Masters Of Arts
program in Political Science. He received his
B.A. in political science from University of
Oregon and his PhD in political science from
UCLA. His research interests include the
political parties, elections, and research
methods. He is author of The Political Party
Matrix: The Persistence of Organization
(SUNY Press, 2001).

R. ERIC PETERSEN, OLMA Faculty (PhD,
Syracuse University, 2000). His areas of
specialization include legislative-executive

relations, congressional administration and
management, political participation, civic
education, lobbying and interest groups, and
electronic government. He teaches The

Legislative Branch in Virginia Tech's Online
Masters program.

Eric is also an Analyst in American National
Government at the Congressional Research
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Service (CRS), a legislative branch agency
within the Library of Congress. At CRS, his
responsibilities include writing analytical
reports and memoranda, and presenting
briefings to Members of Congress and their
staff on a wvariety of issues related to
congressional management and administration,
emergency preparedness and contingency
planning, and congressional-executive
relations.

Before joining CRS, Eric taught at Syracuse
University, State University of New York at
Oswego, and Onondaga Community College.
His articles have appeared in Political
Research Quarterly, Perspectives on Global
Development and Technology, Journal for the
Scientific Study of Religion, and New York
History. In addition, he has written chapters for
edited volumes on relations between the
Speaker of the House and the President,
internships, the use of technology in political
campaigns, and leadership in state legislatures.

GEORGETA POURCHOT, OLMA Faculty and
OLMA Director for National Capital Region,
Adjunct Fellow, Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS), (Ph.D., Old
Dominion University , 2000) Her areas of
specialization include security, international
relations theory, comparative studies in
democratization and post-communist societies,
American foreign policy, business-government
relations, media and the environment. Her
political activity includes being a member of
the Romanian Parliament and a founding
member of the Romanian Green Party. She
teaches on-line courses in American foreign
policy, global security, international politics
and post-communist societies for department of
political science. She invites current and former
policy-makers to discuss salient political issues
with Tech students on-line.

Dr. Pourchot has received grants from The
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation and U.S.
government agencies. She has been involved in
implementation of democracy building, market
growth,  Euro-Atlantic  integration, and



technical assistance projects in post-communist
countries in Central, Eastern and Southeastern
Europe. The projects were developed and
managed in coordination and with the
participation of U.S., EU, NATO, WTO high-
level representatives, and involved 35 countries
in Eurasia and North America, with a network
of over 10,000 government, business and civil
society leaders, and policy experts. Projects
resulted in the adoption of measures for
transparent government operations,
enforcement of the rule of law, market reforms,
in support of membership in NATO, the EU,
and the WTO.

Eurasia Rising:

Her publications include

Democracy and Independence in the Post

Soviet SpacéPraeger, 2008); and CSIS policy
reports such as "Learning from Successful
Cooperation in the Expanding Euro-Atlantic
Region,” (May  2003), "Euro-Atlantic
Integration for Ukraine," (February 2003),
"Future Security Roles of NATO and the EU:
Central and Eastern European Contributions, "
(May 2001). She is a frequent opinion
contributor to media outlets such as the
Romanian radio and television, The Moscow
Times, The Kyiv Post, Radio Free Europe,
Voice of America, and the Moscow-based
Eurasia Heritage Foundation. She is currently
working on a book on NATO-Russia relations,
and one on US foreign policy prior to
September 11.

DAvID P. ROBERTSON, OLMA Faculty, PhD
Forestry, Virginia Tech, 2002. Dr. Robertson
serves on the faculty at Virginia Tech where he
teaches graduate courses in the Master of

Natural Resources program and conducts
interdisciplinary  research and  outreach
programs in the Department of Forest

Resources and Environmental Conservation in
the College of Natural Resources. David has
served on the faculty at Boston University,
Lynchburg College, International Honors
Program, and Yestermorrow School. He works
with numerous civic organizations including as
a director of the Blue Ridge Forest Cooperative
and  Greater Lynchburg  Environmental
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Network and steering committee member of the
Middle James Roundtable and Landcare
International. David also maintains an
environmental consulting practice and serves as
an Associate Landscape Architect at Harvey
Design Land Architects. His work focuses on
the design, planning, and management of
healthy human ecosystems and sustainable
communities. David’s current research and
outreach program focuses on community-based
environmental governance and cooperative
private land management, including the
landcare movement and industry. David’s
international experience includes research and
teaching in India, South Africa, Brazil,
Tanzania, England and France. David’s
publications appear in the popular, academic,
and professional press. Recent publications
have appeared in the journals Environmental
Science & Policy, Environmental Management,
Journal of Forestry, Conservation Biology, and
Society & Natural Resources.

THE UNIVERSITY AND BLACKSBURG
COMMUNITY

Virginia Tech is located at Blacksburg, in the
scenic New River Valley of southwestern
Virginia. The university campus lies between
the Blue Ridge and Allegheny Mountains, 2400
feet above sea level. The entire area is known
for its natural beauty, healthy atmosphere, and
year-round outdoor recreational opportunities.
The town of Blacksburg is noted for its
progressive policies and high quality of life.
Blacksburg has three main shopping areas
within easy reach of the campus. Regularly
scheduled local bus service is made available to
Virginia Tech students as part of their student
services fee. Nonstudents are charged a
nominal fee. The following websites provide
more information about Blacksburg:
<http://www.blacksburg.va.us> and
<http://www.bev.net>.

Students are invited to use all campus
recreation facilities, including those found in
the McComas Center and the War Memorial
Gym (swimming pool, racquetball and


http://www.blacksburg.va.us/
http://www.bev.net/

basketball courts, weight rooms, and many
others) and in Squires Student Center (bowling,
billiards, table tennis, video games). Equipment
for outdoor recreation is available for rental
through Squires Student Center. The
University Golf Course is available for student
use. In addition, the university attracts a variety
of nationally and internationally recognized
cultural events each year and has an active
performing arts program.

The Roanoke metropolitan area (pop. approx.
235,000) with its many cultural, commercial,
and recreational opportunities lies just 45 miles
east of the campus and is easily reached over
either of two four-lane highways. Several
airlines maintain scheduled flights from
Roanoke Regional Airport to most major U.S.
cities. The Blacksburg Limousine Service
provides round-trip service between the airport
and The Inn at Virginia Tech. The Smart Bus
also runs daily between Virginia Tech’s
Blacksburg campus and downtown Roanoke
and the Roanoke Airport.

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

The Department of Political Science is
committed to the idea of equal opportunity. We
strongly encourage applications from minority
and female students and are confident that such
students will find a stimulating and supportive
environment at Virginia Tech.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

To apply for admission to graduate studies,
please apply on-line at:
<http://www.grads.vt.edu/admissions/applying/
index.html>, or, request application materials
from the Graduate School at:

The Graduate School

Graduate Life Center at
Donaldson Brown (0325)

Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Phone: (540) 231-8636

E-mail: gradappl@vt.edu
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While later applications can be considered,
students are more likely to be granted
admission and financial aid if their applications
for fall entry are received by the preceding
January 15th. Applicants MUST submit 1) an
official transcript of their undergraduate
academic record, 2) three letters of
recommendation (electronically, or on the
forms provided by the Graduate School), 3) a
completed official application form, (on-line
applications are preferred), and 4) an official
report of scores on the quantitative, verbal and
analytical writing portions of the Graduate
Record Exam (GRE). Individuals from non-
English-speaking nations must also submit an
official record of scores on the Test of English
as a Foreign Language. One copy of all these
materials should be sent directly to the
Graduate School.

A copy of transcripts and all letters of
recommendation (unless submitted on-line)
should be sent to:

Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Political Science
531 Major Williams Hall (0130)
Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Letters  requesting  Graduate  Teaching
Assistantships should be sent to the Dept. of
Political Science at the above address.

For information about application, assistance
with the Graduate School, or degree
completion, for either the on-campus, or on-line
MA programs, contact:

Karen M. Nicholson

Graduate Coordinator
Department of Political Science
531 Major Williams Hall (0130)
Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Phone: (540) 231-6572

Fax: (540) 231-6078

E-mail: pscigrad@vt.edu


http://www.grads.vt.edu/admissions/applying/index.html
http://www.grads.vt.edu/admissions/applying/index.html
http://www.grads.vt.edu/admissions/applying/index.html
mailto:pscigrad@vt.edu

For general information about graduate study,
contact:

Professor Timothy W. Luke
Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Political Science
Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Phone: (540) 231-6572

Fax:  (540) 231-6078

E-mail: twluke@vt.edu

Professor Karen Hult

Director of Graduate Studies Designate
Department of Political Science
Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Phone: (540) 231-6572

Fax:  (540) 231-6078

E-mail: khult@vt.edu

For general information about on-line graduate
study in the National Capital Region, contact:

Georgeta Pourchot

OLMA Director for National Capital Region
georgeta@vt.edu

Other University and Department web sites:

Main Campus: http://www.vt.edu/

VT On-Line: http://vto.vt.edu/

Graduate School:
http://lwww.vt.edu/academics/gradstudiesindex.
html

Dept. of Political Science:
http://www.psci.vt.edu

On-L i n e MansPolitical Scéence:

http://www.olma.vt.edu/
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